
             Tumbe    Group of International Journals                                                                                    

                                                       A Peer Reviewed Multidisciplinary Journal    

Page | 1                                                       www.tumbe.org       

 
 

Volume- 4  
Issue-2                                                                     
May-August: 2021 

ISSN: 2581-8511 

 Tumbe 

Impact Factor: 4.75 

Pig farming by rural folk 

Gangadhar L 

Ph.D Research Scholar 

Department of Development Studies 

Kannada university, Hampi Vidyaranya -583276 

Mob.: 9686608533  

G-Mail: gangadhar321tl@gmail.com 

Abstract 

Pig Rearing is one of the traditional activity carried out by rural folk. Among various live stock activities, 

piggery is most efficient way of meat production utilizing kitchen waste, vegetable waste etc. Though initially 

local breeds have been raised, nowadays exotic pig breeding is popular and pork from such animal is having wide 

acceptance. Further, pig farming requires small investment on building and equipments. 

Introduction 

Pigs are the most common and preferred livestock species reared by the weaker section as well as the 

unemployed youth, Traditionally, the tribal populations are rearing pigs. Besides, the non-tribal has now been 

taken up pig farming as primary source of income. The majority of households rear mainly for fattening purposes 

as a good source of animal origin protein. 

Pig rearing occupies an important position in the farming system The production system in the villages is 

very traditional, mainly based on indigenous local pigs with feeding systems primarily based on jungle forages 

and kitchen waste. 

Feeding of balanced concentrate feed to pigs is popular now a days, the concentrates readily available in 

the market. Some farmers buy a couple of feed ingredients, maize, wheat bran or rice polish, from the local feed 

stall and fed it to pigs with additional farm and kitchen waste. However, they hardly buy any protein rich feed 

ingredients or mineral and vitamin mixture. This is possibly because pig producers lack knowledge of pig 

nutrition together with financial constraints. 

These traditional feeds provide inadequate nutrition to support acceptable growth rates and to maintain 

good health. In addition collecting forages is a major cause of forest degradation. Also, collection of forages and 

fuel wood places an enormous burden on women who are traditionally responsible for these activities. 

Pig farming- for whom? 

1. Small and landless farmers.  

2. Part time earning for educated youth having agriculture as occupation. 

3. uneducated youth.  

4. Farm women. 
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Pregnant sows and gilts: 

In addition to having proper nutrition, the pregnant animals should be provided with regular exercise. 

Forced exercise may be brought about by feeding some distance away from the house or inducing the animal for 

moderate walk. Sows of the same size and condition can be run together. The bred and gilts may be housed 

separately. Do not house boars along with pregnant stock. Avoid overcrowding, mixing of new and old stock, 

slippery ground and overexciting of pregnant pigs. 

Selection of Breeding Gilt 

 It is extremely important to select a good boar since it contributes half the quality of the herd. Areas to be 

consider while selecting breeding Gilt: 

 Gilts selected to have at least 12 teats so as to accommodate a large litter. 

 Gilts to be selected from sows, which wean 9 -10 or more piglets per litter and are known to be good mothers 

and first farrowing at one year of age and farrowing interval of seven month. 

 Select breeding gilts at weaning period, further selection should be done 5-6 months of age. 

 Select fast growing weaners. These will likely consume less feed per unit live weight gain. Thus less costly 

to keep. 

 Select gilts which have developed hams and comparatively light heads. 

 The selected gilts should have good body confirmation i.e. strong legs, sound feet etc. 

 Gilt should not select for breeding purpose having supernumerary and inverted teats, and fat deposited at the 

base of the teats. 

 Guilt must be at least 8 months old at first service. 

Feeding 

Good feed is necessary for growth, body maintenance and the production of meat and milk. You can use 

locally available feeds that are less expensive, but can be nutritionally complete when properly prepared. In fact, 

pigs can be fed well, using only kitchen scraps from a family’s household. The nutritional needs of pigs can be 

divided into six categories or classes. These are water, carbohydrates, fats, proteins, vitamins and minerals. 

Selection of housing locations 

1. The site should be at an elevated place that cannot be flooded by rain water. The site should be 

protected from the sun (shade from trees) and have ample fresh air. 

2. Away from residences (around 8-10 meter away downwind). 

3. In case of a large scale pig farm, the site selected needs also to be: well connected to roads throughout 

the year, 

4. Suitable for manure disposal, connected to reliable water and electricity sources. 

Disease and Parasite 

Sick pigs generally have the following signs: 

1. It may not eat or not show interest in feed /water It may breathe rapidly indication of   fever 

2. In white skin-colored pigs the skin may become reddish. 

3. It may have diarrhea which may sometimes be bloody or blood stained. Droopy ears or ears pointing 

downwards. 
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4. Dull eyes. 

5. Dull skin and hair. 

6. Its tail will become limp. 

7. Separates itself from the rest. 

Marketing: 

The marketable products of the piggery farming includes the piglets as breeding stock, piglets as fatteners, 

marketable fatteners and culls. The marketing avenues for the above products are like satellite fattening farms 

breeding cum rearing farms and pork consumption centres. In order to promote the consumption of pork it should 

be supplied to the consumers in an attractive form. Therefore availability of either slaughtering facilities or bacon 

factories are to be ensured to convert the fatteners into wholesome pork and their products. The bacon factories 

that are being 

operated in our country are furnished .The sale of piglets at 2- 3 months of age will yield quick returns 

and enables the pig farmer to concentrate their efforts on maximizing the productivity of breeder stock. The other 

marketing strategy can be rearing of piglets upto marketing age for their sale as fatteners. Based on the market 

demand appropriate marketing strategy must be adopted in consultation with the local animal husbandry 

department officials. 

The advantages of the pig farming are: 

1. The pig has got highest feed conversion efficiency i.e. they produce more live weight gain from a 

given weight of feed than any other class of meat producing animals except broilers. 

2. The pig can utilize wide variety of feed stuffs viz. grains, forages, damaged feeds and garbage and 

convert them into valuable nutritious meat. However, feeding of damaged grains, garbage and other 

unbalanced rations may result in lower feed efficiency. 

3. They are prolific with shorter generation interval. A sow can be bred as early as 8-9 months of age 

and can farrow twice in a year. They produce 6-12 piglets in each farrowing. 

4. Pig farming requires small investment on buildings and equipments 

5. Pigs are known for their meat yield, which in terms of dressing percentage ranges from 65 - 80 in 

comparison to other livestock species whose dressing yields may not exceed 65%. 

6. Pork is most nutritious with high fat and low water content and has got better energy value than that 

of other meats. It is rich in vitamins like thiamin, Niacin and riboflavin. 

7. Pigs manure is widely used as fertilizer for agriculture farms and fish ponds. 

8. Pigs store fat rapidly for which there is an increasing demand from poultry feed, soap, paints and other 

chemical industries. 

9. Pig farming provides quick returns since the marketable weight of fatteners can be achieved with in a 

period of 6-8 months. 

10.  There is good demand from domestic as well as export market for pig products such as pork, bacon, 

ham, sausages, lard etc. 

Strength  

1. Traditional practices thus a large base of Growers. 

2. Extensive availability of natural resources for cheap feed Traditional Knowledge Base. 
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3. High profitability. 

4. Very Low Capital Investment Very low rearing cost. 

5. Feed cost is lower owing to usage of locally available ingredients. 

6. Small cycle time (8-9 months from Birth of piglet to market weight & Breeding). 

7. Large litter with every breeding (8-9 piglets in each farrowing) Very small space requirement. 

8. Lower FCR & high meat to bone ration leading to very high meat availability per kg live wt. 

Weakness 

1. Low level of breed up-gradation Slow Growth Rate. 

2. Lack of awareness on economic potential of the activity Lack of Extension activity. 

3. Poor growth potential of the local breed. 

4. Non-availability of Vaccines & other critical inputs. 

5. Weak supply chain and market linkage leading to poor output prices Lack of awareness of the 

efficient husbandry practices. 

6. Taboo - Many societies consider breeding, pig a taboo. 

CONCLUSION: 

Pig farming can be taken up as an income generating Livestock activity . considered for Piglet Breeding 

instead of meat purpose as there are rising demand for quality piglets. Besides, Piglet breeding is more profitable 

than rearing for meat purpose. 
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