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Abstract  

 This paper focuses on the impact of Samkhya philosophy on the political thoughts of Bankim Chandra.  

Bankim Chandra is regarded as  “ The Father Of Literary Renaissance”  in modern  Bengal and he is considered 

as harbinger  of national ideals  during the Indian freedom struggle as it successfully penetrated  to young 

nationalist minds. His writings are considered as  a breakthrough in Indian literary world.  Bankim Chandra’s 

writing reflected various shades of Hindu Vedic philosophical thoughts and created a craving for a liberated 

mother land. His novel  Anandamatha  is considered as the bible of Bengal  vanguard fighters and deeply 

penetrated into the minds of emerging Bengali youth . Bankim Chandra published his Anandamatha in 1882, 

wherein he sketched the insurgent attitudes of people against foreign bondage. The life and works of Bankim 

Chandra is best situated in the social and historical contexts of early colonial Bengal marked by new ways of life. 

The novel  pre-supposed Hindu nationalism in an innovative perception and queried political subjugation  which 

was associated  with  colonial subservience . In spite of strong under currents reflected through his move, there is 

need to re visit his all writings and lectures  in the  intellectual environment of 19th century Bengali writing & the 

colonial literary needs. 
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Introduction 

Bankim Chandra was through  his celebrated  novel Anandamatha  put forward  the ideal of nationalism for 

the young and energetic Bengali youth.  

1. The novel Anandamatha pre-supposed Hindu nationalism in a new-fangled perception  

2. The novel Anandamatha queried political subjugation to British  ,   

3. The novel Anandamatha  questioned every type of oppression associated  with  colonial subservience 

4. The novel Anandamatha raised queries on  socio -economic exploitation  

Review of literature  

1. Partha chaterrjee ,  The Nation and Its Fragments : Colonial and Post Colonial Histories ,  Delhi , 
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2. Ranjan Das, National and The Community - The Hindu and The Muslim in Bankim Chandra 

Chatterjee ,   Proceedings of the Indian History Congress,  IHC Proceedings , Vol 73 ,  2012 .  

3. Savyasachi Bhattacharya, Vande Mataram  New Delhi,  Penguin publications ,  2017. 

4. Julius J Lipner ,  Ananda matha  , OUP publication ,  London ,  2015.  

Early life of Bankim Chandra : Bankim Chandra was born North 24 Paragana district of Calcutta in a Brahmin 

family . His parents were Yadava Chandra and  Durga devi. They belonged to Hooghly district. Bankim Chandra’s 

father was a government official and worked as District Collector of Manipur.  

Graduation of Bankim Chandra - Bankim Chandra was one of the first graduates of University of Calcutta as 

he was graduated with Arts degree in 1858 and also passed Law degree in 1869.  

Career of Bankim Chandra -Like his father, he also joined government service as an administrative assistant. 

Later Bankim Chandra was appointed as Deputy Magistrate. Soon Bankim Chandra was appointed as Deputy 

Collector and retired from service in 1891.  His extensive administrative service years brought him in close contact 

with colonial administration in Calcutta and he closely watched the antagonist temperaments of the colonial 

officials towards emerging Indian Freedom thoughts. 

1. Bankim Chandra As a journalist - Bankim Chandra started expressing his opinions through weekly 

newspaper Sangbad prabhakara. 

2. Bankim Chandra As a National writer Bankim Chandra published his Anandamatha in 1882.   

The novel Anandamatha appeared in a serial form in Vanga Darshana , which was a literary magazine ,  

founded by Bankim Chandra in 1872.  

1. The novel Anandamatha is a political novel which reflected the struggle between the army of Hindu 

ascetics called Sanyasi who were fighting the mighty British force. The book initially was centred round 

the issues of ascetics who were disquieted  by various anti national strategies of the Colonial government 

and were kept unvoiced.  

2. The novel Anandamatha novel sketched their insurgence and the various forms of dissatisfied attitudes 

against foreign bondage. The novel  

3. The novel Anandamatha came as a blessing in disguise to the new and young freedom fighters of Calcutta 

who were resentful of the prejudicial and detrimental attitude of the Colonial administration in Calcutta.   

4. The novel Anandamatha also reflected the untrained Sanyasi ascetics who guised as soldiers fought with 

the powerful and very well trained British army.   

5. Even though the Sanyasi agitators  failed to  register ultimate Victory over the mighty British , the novel 

became a torch bearer for rising the voice against colonial tendencies.  

The song  Vande Mataram 

The novel Anandamatha became a popular historical fiction with the induction of the hit song Vande Mataram.   

1. The song  Vande Mataram song enthusiastically caught the attention of the young Nationalist freedom 

fighters and Calcutta  was echoed with the Vande Mataram song after Rabidranatha Tagore composed 

the music for this patriotic song which became the sacred song of Nationalist fighters in Calcutta.   
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2. Vande Mataram song became prominent during the Swadeshi movement which was sparked by Lord 

Curzons’ attempt to partition the large Bengal territory into Hindu majority western parts of Bengal and 

Muslim majority eastern parts of Bengal.   

3. Vande Mataram  song was also criticised for its Hindu undercurrent of worship of mother goddess and 

feminine personification of mother land. 

Anandamatha of Bankim Chandra -the ideal of Nationalism 

Anandamatha was originally written in Bengali language by Bankim Chandra  , translated by Basant Koomar 

Roy was first published in 1941.  It was translated as Abbey of Bliss. This novel Anandamatha  of Bankim 

Chandra proposes the ideal of nationalism. This novel Anandamatha  pre-supposed Hindu nationalism in a new 

perspective and questioned political slavery social exploitation and economic bondage which came along with 

colonial bondage.  Even though the novel Anandamatha initiated a rebellion against atrocities of the government 

of Mir Jafar who was the ruler of Bengal .The British rule which was initiated through colonial usurping of coastal 

Bengal.  Anandamatha established the situation crisis sweeping in Bengal.  Bengal was hit by three consecutive 

famines and following Bengal agrarian crisis. The Muslim ruler Mir Jafar was just a puppet in the hands of 

Colonial government. The East India Company extracted a massive tribute from him annually. Mir Jafar tried to 

collect as much taxes from his people as possible. 

Impact of drought 

The impelling dissatisfaction was so relentless in Bengal that three successive droughts produced a famine 

of catastrophic proportions in 1770. The agricultural crisis followed by administrative atrocities with wide spread 

death, starvation and destruction of honour of majority of Hindus.  

Bankim Chandra and modern Bengali prose literature  

Bankim Chandra contributed towards the creation of a modern Bengali prose freed from its earlier dependence 

on Sanskrit literary styles.  It was a prose modern prose that could effectively propagate modern values.   

Bankim Chandra and current relevance  

1. There is a need to make comprehensive information of life and work of Bankim Chandra and there is a 

need to add commentaries by contemporary scholars.  

2. There is a need to create an intellectual environment of 19th century Bengali writing.  

3. The life and works of Bankim Chandra is best situated in the social and historical contexts of early colonial 

Bengal marked by new ways of life and noticeably diverse route of thought significantly influenced by 

the moral and material values associated with the contemporary West.  

4. Bankim Chandra himself fully imbibed the view popularized by men of his generation that British rule 

had produced an unprecedented intellectual and cultural awakening in India.  

Identifying Youth unrest-  

By the close of the 19th century  , Bankim Chandra’s thoughts were often identified with  characterized 

middle class Bengali youth  and their undisclosed emotions, Intellectual interests , political ambitions and visual 

preferences.  Bankim Chandra was familiar with the social and political discourse of contemporary Europe ,  but 

also deeply rooted in the indigenous tradition.  
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Modernity and tradition 

Bankim Chandra was creatively negotiating modernity and tradition seeking meaning and relevance in 

both. The Song Vande Mataram was an evocative expression of this nationalism and is today acknowledged as 

the national song.   Bankim Chandra altered the Bengali prose, freed  it from its earlier reliance on Sanskrit literary 

styles and he  effectively propagated modern ideas and values of Bengali youth. 

Bankim Chandra’s philosophy 

1 Knowledge leads to acquiring  power 

2 Vedas are ultimate source of Indian knowledge 

3 Conception of cultural failure is caused by  ignorance  

4 Passive and submissive nature of Indians towards colonial masters 

5 Reflects post enlightenment  writings of  western authors  

Conclusion 

Bankim Chandra’s political thoughts and the Samkhya philosophy contrasted and the Bankim Chandra 

repeatedly emphasised.  Sri Aurobindo  says  Bankim Chandra had given his countrymen a language ,  a literature 

and a nation.  The life and works of Bankim Chandra is significantly influenced by the moral and material values 

associated with the contemporary West needs to be studied in the  intellectual environment of 19th century Bengali 

writing. 
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