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Abortion is the ending of a pregnancy by removal or expulsion of an embryo or fetus before it 

can survive outside the uterus.  An abortion that occurs without intervention is known as a miscarriage or 

spontaneous abortion. When deliberate steps are taken to end a pregnancy, it is called an induced abortion, or 

less frequently "induced miscarriage". The unmodified word abortion generally refers to an induced 

abortion. A similar procedure after the fetus has potential to survive outside the womb is known as a "late 

termination of pregnancy" or less accurately as a "late term abortion".  

 
The reasons why women have abortions are diverse and vary across the world. Some of the most 

common reasons are to postpone childbearing to a more suitable time or to focus energies and resources on 

existing children. Others include being unable to afford a child either in terms of the direct costs of raising a 

child or the loss of income while caring for the child, lack of support from the father, inability to afford 

additional children, desire to provide schooling for existing children, disruption of one's own education, 

relationship problems with their partner, a perception of being too young to have a child, unemployment, and 

not being willing to raise a child conceived as a result of rape or incest, among others. 

Pending draft of MTP (Amendment) Bill, 2014 

 

 

Today, of the about 26 million births that occur in India yearly, approximately 2–3% 

involves severe congenital or chromosomal defects. Many suffer intrauterine foetal 

death (IUFD). Certain abnormalities may be detected before the 20-week mark but 

are confirmed only after that period. Now with the recent medical advances in 

maternal and fetal medicine, there are several safer options for abortions even in 

later stages of pregnancy. 
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