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About Fort City Chitradurga

Chitradurga is an ancient city of strong fortress having seven rounds, containing a num-
ber of historical monuments of national and international importance. it is a unique historical
place of Karnataka as well as India.

Chitradurga has an ancient history. archaeological remains found in the area trace its
history to the 3rd millennium B.C. Chitradurga was ruled by feudatories under all important
imperial dynasties, namely: Shatavahanas, Kadambhas, Chalukyas, Rashtrakutas, Hoysalas
and Vijayanagara. After the fall of Vijayanagara empire in south India, the feudatory of Chitra-
durga became an independent ruler in 16th centaury popularly known as 'PALEGARS'. The
thirteen rulers ruled from 16th to 18th century for more than 200 years. Bharamanna Nayaka
and Madhakari Nayaka were the prominent rulers of that time.

It is located at a distance of 202 Kms north west of Banagaluru, which is the capital city
of Karnataka state and is situated adjacent to busy national highway No.4 connecting Pune and
Bangaluru, as well as National highway NO.13 connecting Solapur and Managaluru. This dis-
trict covers geographical area of 8442 square kms with 1044 villages. It is a recognised tourist
centre by the department of tourism of Government of Karnatka. The other special features of
Chitradurga district is that, it has headed towards becoming a 2nd Scientific Research Centre
in the country with the establishment of branches of prestigious premier science institutions
like 11Sc, DRDO, BARC etc., at Challakere

Profile of SJM Vidyapeetha

S.J.M Vidyapeetha is an apex body established in 1969 by late. Sri Sri Mallikarjuna
Murgharajendra Maha Swamiji, pontiff of Bruhanmatt Chitradurga to promote and provide
education in Karnataka with a emphasis on rural areas and technical education. It has been
running about 120 educational institutions right from primary education to medical education.
SJM Vidyapeetha runs a medical, dental, ayurvedic, engineering and pharmacy colleges also.
Dr. Shivamurthy Murugha Sharnaru, the present pontiff of Bruhanmatt is the president of SIM
Vidyapeetha. He has been incessantly trying to spread the teachings and messages of Lord
Basaveshwara and eradicating social evils and superstitions. With his tireless efforts and dedi-
cation he has tried to bring great social change by initiating many of his disciples to spiritual
field from different social strata. Even the government of Karnataka has recently given its ap-
proval to start SJIM University at Chitradurga.

Profile of SJIM College

SJM College of Arts, Science and Commerce, Chandravalli, Chitradurga, a brain child
of late. Sri Mallikarjuna Murugharajendra Maha Swamiji, established in 1969 is in the forefront
in providing higher education to the people of Chitradurga district. It has been reaccredited

iii
Conference Proceedings of National Seminar on Human Rights https://tumbe.org/



https://tumbe.org/

National Seminar on Human Rights
T u ml 5 IGroup of Internatlonal Journals

2581- olume-5(Special Issue 1)2022

Wlth ‘A Grade by NAAC. The college is situated in a splendid place caIIed 'Chandravalll
which has a panoramic view of mountains, greenery, caves and a historically significant '‘Chan-
dravalli Tank' on Holalkere Road in the out skirts of the city. Academic excellence is the top
priority of the college. Besides encouraging students in the academic pursuits, the college con-
ducts frequently faculty development programmes for the teaching staff to enhance the com-
petencies of the teachers to meet the present requirements and expectations in the field of

A Summary of National Seminar

In commemoration of 75th Independence of India- Azadi ka Amruth Mahothsav, a one
day national seminar on Human Rights was organised jointly by the departments of Political
Science, Sociology , Kannada and Commerce with an initiative from the IQAC of the college
on 15-03-2022 in the college campus. Dr. Lohith D Naiker, Advocate, Dharwad and Visiting
professor to National Law University and Judicial Academy, Assam had inaugurated the sem-
inar by watering the plant. He in his inaugural address lauded the efforts made by the college
in spreading awareness and sensitized people, faculty and students on human rights by organ-
ising this kind of seminars. On this occasion Sri. S.K Basavarajan, Secretary, SIM Vidyapee-
tha, Chitradurga and Prof. H.K Shivappa, Vice Principal, and Dr. R.V Hegadal, IQAC Coordi-
nator were also present. Dr. K.C Ramesh , Principal of the college presided over the seminar.

In the second session of the seminar C.S Patil, Prof. of Law, Karnatka State Law Uni-
versity, Hubbali was the resource person and he spoke on human rights in India, the session
was followed by an interaction and intense debate with the participants who have come from
different colleges and places. This session was very educative, creating a great interest among
participants how the human rights are violated in our country and he made valuable sugges-
tions to uphold the rights of the venerable people in our society.

In the second session that followed the lunch hour, the resource person Dr. G.R
Jagadeesh, Principal, CBR National Law College, Shivamogga spoke at length on the topic-
The Rights of Women and Children. He drew the attention of the participants how the rights
of women and children are blatantly violated in India and he stressed on the need to create
awareness on the Laws made by the government to safeguard their rights and interest.

The third session several participants presented their valuable papers on different sub
themes on human rights . There was also debates and discussion on the papers presented by the
participants.

The last session of the seminar was valedictory session. Prof. S Mohan Kumar, Vice-
chancellor, SIM university, Chitradurga gave his valedictory address to the gathering. The
vice-chancellor recalled how in the modern times the United Nation plays a vital role in spread-
ing awareness on human rights and safeguarding them at the international level. He also appre-
ciated the college, faculty members in taking initiative in organising on a topic which is very

iv
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relevant both at the national and international level. Dr. K.C Ramesh, the principal of the col-

lege in his presidential address thanked everyone who made this seminar a very successful one.

Preface to the Seminar

Basic rights which all human beings need alike for leading a decent and dignified life
are called human rights which are basic rights that belong to every person from birth to till
death, are vital for the existence of human beings in any civilized society. Regardless of race ,
religion, sex, language and economic status, all human beings are entitled for basic human
rights. Creating awareness on human rights is the need of the hour. Now a days the human
rights are blatantly violated in all countries for one reason or the other. Discrimination is made
against people on the basis of religion nationality and race. Especially the rights of vulnerable
sections of the society like women, children and third gender. The religious minorities in sev-
eral countries have been denied their basic right of practicing their religion freely. More ever
the Human Rights are blatantly violated during the war times, like the present Russia and
Ukraine war on both sides.

Our constitution has guaranteed human rights to every citizens of the country for lead-
ing a decent, dignified, oppression and exploitation free life. But in a multi-religious , multi-
cultural and hierarchical society like India inequality, oppression and exploitation still exists in
many forms. Therefore in view of the above prevailing situation there is greater need today to
spread awareness and sensitize people about the human rights. Since the need of the hour is to
sensitize and motivate the public functionaries like principals, lectures of degree colleges and
also educational officers to fulfil their duties in protecting the human rights of weaker sections
of society especially the women and children and other vulnerable groups.
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Presidential Remarks by Principal Dr. K.C Ramesh
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Dr. G.R Jagadeesh, Principal, CBR National Law Col-
lege, Shivamogga, delivering talks on Rights of
Women and Children

Prof. S.B Shivakumar introducing the Resource per-
son
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Valedictory session - Prof. Mohankumar, Vice chan-

Feedback- cellor, SJM University, Chitradurga
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Keynote Adress
Basaveshwara and Human Rights

Lohit Naikar
I. INTRODUCTION

Ever since the U.N. General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration on Human
Rights in 1948 and declared” all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights"
and "everyone is entitled to rights and freedoms without distinction of any kind....", the concern
for human rights has assumed global dimension. Its significance has pervaded every inter-State,
intra-State political relations and diplomacy. It has been a subject of discussion in almost all
national and international conferences, discourses, deliberations, negotiations and transactions.
It has been a subject of interpretation in every religious, political, social and economic ideol-
ogy. It has been a subject of study in all academic disciplines.

Awareness to protect human rights has grown to such an extent that today it is being
used as an yardstick to measure the civilization of Societies, States, regimes and positive laws.
It is being used as a criterion for making value judgments, both by the individuals and Govern-
ments. It is being used as limitations on the Governments and Authorities. It is being used as a
vehicle of development in every international monetary and humanitarian aid. History is now
spoken and written in the language of human rights — the rights protected and guaranteed.

In the long history of humanity and its development, the world has witnessed various
societies and sub-societies with 'inequality pervading every aspect of social, political, eco-
nomic, educational and cultural life. Whenever 'inequality’ has caused blatant violation of hu-
man rights, men and women of exemplary characteristics have arisen and led the societies. One
such religious social leader/was Basava, who came on the stage of history of Karnataka region
in southern India during the 12" century, who preached equality, liberty and fraternity 600
years before the French Revolution and 800 years befor the U.N. Declaration on Human Right.
that led to a formation of a new sub society called the sharana society; a society where in all
human rights we talk today were assured; a society where every member lived with dignity and
status; a society where every member respected the rights of others; a society where every one
irrespective of gender, caste, colour and status were equal to one another.

Histories are reinterpreted and rewritten whenever new evidences are brought in, per-
ceptions change and new claims are made. Historically the facts remain same. Because there is
a change in perception, an attempt is made to study the teachings of Basava and its effect on
the said sub society in human rights perspective. An attempt is made to establish that the rights
we talk of today are nothing but the rights recognised by Basava and enjoyed by the sharana
society. Attempt is also made to establish that Basava was a champion of human rights.

Human Rights and Vachanas :

X
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The Preachangs aand teachings of Basava is Capsnlated in the form of Vachanas’.
“Vachana' is a literary form in Kannada literature, vachana literally means a saying or some-
thing said. Also termed as cryptic sayings or musings. It was the form of expression chosen by
the Saranas of 12" century to communicate their ideas, thoughts, sentiments, emotions and

mystical experiences to the common masses.

The language used in Vachanas is simple Kannada, close to the colloquial spoken by
common folk. Since saranas never wrote vachanas deliberately and with aim of composing
literature, the style is found in vachana, they are not regular poems. They are prose pieces.
However, the prose style is not that of the time found in Canpa Kavya. They may be regarded
as unique types of prose lyrics, possessing the lyrical grace of poetry and the rhythmic articu-
lation of prose. In vachanas there are no strict rules, of metric and rhyme, alliteration, foot,
rhythm, syllable and accent usually found in regular poetry.

The figures and images, the similies and metaphors, the illustrations and examples,
wide experiences used in vachanas make them more powerful so as to reach the readers' hearts.

Vachanas contain the noblest of human thoughts. They range from most ordinary man-
ners and courtesies of social life to highest moral and spiritual values. In vachanas we see
yearning for divine, prayer, modes of bhakti, universal human values, code of conduct, right-
eousness, love and compassion, non-violence, peace, universal brotherhood and respect for
fellow human beings.

Vachanas in the nature of appeals, commands, declarations, injunctions, illustrations,
critiques etc., mean to the thousands of citizenry of Kalyana and followers of Basava? History
evidences that Basava's ideas, ideals, ideologies in the vachanas had such an impact, that led
to strong movement and to an establishment of sub society of their own called the ‘Sharana
society'.

To this sub-society, mainly comprising of members of the lower castes and the out-
castes, vachanas became a way of life. They followed the preaching's, acted upon them and
tried to live accordingly. This largely meant the members of sharana society, defied the then
existing law, the code of Manu.

This entire processo of Basavas teachings, the devotees following and acting upon the
vachanas, the denial of existing religious laws, establishment of sub-society, lea to a revolution
and selling up of a society based on human right-the right based on equality, liberty and frater-
nity . where india n duals led a life based on human drgnity, the contemporary basis for respect
for human rights and the core valne recognized in Article- 1.

I11. Dignity as core Valene of Human Rigths :

Article 1 of the UNDHR recognises one of the most important human rights, in the
contemporary thinking, that “all human beings are born free, equal in dignity and rights".

Xi
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This Article embodies the concept of Natural law which has occupied a pervasive role

in the realm of ethics and law, from the time of Greek civilization. The central notion is that
there exists objective moral principles which depend on the essential nature of the universe
which can be discovered by natural reason. And ordinary human law is only truly law if it
confirms to these principles.

This right, in a way defines the concept of human rights.

The term “born free' means indicates that every individual is a product of nature. To
whatever school of thought one may ascribe, a democrat or socialist, a believer or atheist, the
truth remains that in creation of every human being, the nature has its share, and therefore all
man are equal.

I means The term 'equal in dignity and rights' means that every individual has some
worth which is common to all that there are certain rights which are inherent in man, by virtue
of being man itself and these rights belong to them permanently.

Basava, believed and advocated that all men are born they are worth the same in dignity.

BRSROBO B DOBE SSMOFH0oDeI).,

25@-2) 0TI 835235003 20T,
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BT TOTED TRTBORONNTCD,
DONA_LTIDWIS B2, (590)

Unless the flow of blood appear,
There is no harbourage
Wherein the embryo may dwell.
The function of the seed is e'er the same.
Greed, lust, anger and joy,
All other passions are the same,
Whatever you read or hear, what fruit?
What is the rule to judge a caste?

“The embryo needs the seven elements:

xii
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It is the same birth out of the same womb;
Same the alliance of self and soul;
What, then, the usefulness of caste?”
You are a blacksmith if you heat;

A washerman if you beat;

A weaver, if you lay the warp;

A Brahmin, if you read the Books!

Is anybody in the world

Delivered through the ear?
Therefore, O Kudala Sangama Lord,
The well-born is the man who knows
The nature of Divinity! (589)

In the vachana, he clearly expresses that all human beings are one and same, because
all the children of God. He

U.N. DECL, ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND BASAVA

says if the embryo of the child has to find a place in the womb of the mother, it has to pass
through the same passage. All are subject to desire anger and joy. How can one concieve high
and low? No one has born through the ear.

NS [RCTID WTTT; a0 SETE S,
APCOFIR). B2d; 00N FONR)
BRCT,0e)); WOT 339,0T, YVOEY;
TRTBOAONS JFTOT) 7,303 PCTTD. (326)

Look at their hearth, they're poor indeed;
Look at their heart, they're great (dignity)
Their simple touch is bliss;

They're brave from top to toe;

There's nothing they can spare,

But only for the hour that comes;

Kudala Sangama Saranas

Are brave and free! (325)

In this vachana, we see that dignity is something, which cannot be evaluated in tangible
terms. Dignity has nothing to do with wealth. Basava says that, even if the sharana stay in
simple houses they are rich in dignity.

By saying that mind is dignified, he means to say that it is something to do with the
psyche of people. It is in the mind of the people who hold someone high and some other low.
This is true because contemporary philosophers see dignity in the image of man, the image

Xiii
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capable of respecting himself and others, constructively participating in the shaping and shar-
ing of all human values. And this is culmination of many trends in thought, secular as well as
religious originating far back into antiquity and coming down through centuries. Thus by say-
ing so, he upheld that dignity inherent is same. Today "drgmty’ is the basis and a way of as-
signing institutions and human rights.

I11. EQUALITY AND BASAVA

'Equality’ has had a long history. It has figured prominently in many different contexts,
and has been given numerous meanings and definitions. Some have viewed it as a fundamen-
tally religious and spiritual notion, namely that all men are equally the children of God and
equal in His sight despite their widely differing circumstances. Others have stressed its affinity
with and supposed derivations from the state of nature, wherein all the power and jurisdiction
is reciprocal, no one having more than another's; and where all are equal one amongst other,
without subordinate or subjection. The famous Declaration on Human Rights have treated
equality as a basic political and legal concept, proclaiming in unmistakable terms the self evi-
dent truth that all men are created equal and that all are equal in their rights and dignity.

Equality in the real sense is impossible because it depends upon various factors where
one is placed. It depends upon the birth, the community, the religion, the socio-economic set
up of the family, education, employment, earning, attitudes and moral values one takes up, so
on and so forth. Nowhere in the history do we find, in any period, during any rule that there
was equality in the real sense. What then does equality mean? Equality means to recognise the
preeminence of men in the world of things. It is to draw the line between human and nonhuman.
To insist on equality means to affirm humanity.

Equality means, not to abolish differences between men, but only those differences
which might give birth to difference in the situation of men; not in real leveling of conditions
of life, but in equal opportunities offered by the given social system, in creating equal and
possibly ample opportunity for self realization.

U.N. DECL. ON HUMAN RIGHT AND BASAVA

Article 2 of UNDHR, declares another important principle on which human rights de-
pend upon, the principle of non-discrimination. Article 2 states everyone is entitled to all the
rights and freedoms set forth in this declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race,
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property,
birth or other status.

The remarkable feature of Indian Social System is its caste system. During the times of
Basava, the varana system (color), division of the society based on color, and the jati (caste)
system existed. It is estimated that there are 3,000 castes today in India. During the times of
Basava, the society was segregated into high born and low born based on heredity.

Xiv
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Equality means a non-excluding principle. Since we are all human, members of the

same human family, nobody should be let out on the basis of status. It follows all should have
the same membership of human race. That is to recognise inalienability and undeniability of
being human. It means to recognise the equal worth of all human beings.

The concept of Basavas equality is unique it is composite and comlete. It encepasses
every indiruals day to day life, indudual to induranal and induranal to society.

This complete concept of equality as preached by Basava can be understood in connec-
tion to,

1. Spirituality

2. Ishtalinga

3. Ritual purity

4. Open community
5. Kayaka

6. Dasoha.

1. Equality and Spirituality

In a highly stratified society in which Basava lived, caste determined the status of per-
son. In order to eliminate casteism that existed and reform the society, like many great prophets,
Basava too used the instrument of spirituality, religion and metaphysics. He expressed not to
respect him on the basis of his family or caste. For him the problem was not a question of birth
but of spiritual brotherhood. Vachana,

A MARANORN NN SINADIONK

eI WRTIEN), €903 TTOIN

9323 T 0T ITIE) BRROTS 023,
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BEOBRT RPN TRV, TRTORONNTICed0. (711)

Lord, O Lord! Heed my prayer;
The Brahmin at one end,

At other the low-born man

All devotees of siva | deem one;
is concept of Basara's equality ,
The priest at one end,

The sweeper at another
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All worldlings | deem one.
It's this my heart believes...

Should in this talk of mine be doubt
As large as a seasmum tip.

Lord Kudala Sangama

Will, sure, chop off my nose

Until the teeth show out! (710)

The above vachana which is in the form of prayer oath, he proclaims that there is no
difference between people and-Brahmana and untouchable who worship the same Lord.

The same is reiterated in the following more radical vachana.

SOB[ROT; BROTED daJod0NT,

BORIROT; TOUWWFNIT,

BOYPOT; 3, Fo30BON,

BOYPOT; BRBIWRTS &X3NJ N,

AOFIROTI; TRTBORONENTED, e, SOTISON.(878)

There is one earth to hold

God's temple and the pariah colony,

One water for the closet and the bath;
One sect for those who know themselves;
One meed for those who are released,

By means of the sixfold mystic way;

One height of those who know Thee, Lord
Kudala Sangama!(879)

Basava transcends all divisions and propagates the ideal of equality, connecting both,
extremes of purity scale the temple and settlement of untouchables the traditional contrasts as
both are built upon the same earth. So also water is neither holy nor impure used again for all
holy and unholy purposes. In the third line he propagates idea of one community who have true
knowledge, which knows no distinction between people. It is also explicit in this vachana that
knowledge leads to liberation (mukti) the union of soul with God. Therefore, he concludes that
there is only one abode for all people who know the Lord Shiva. Since everybody strive for
this destination they must have same attitude in life and they cannot isolate themselves from
others; thus bringing to the fore the concept of universal equality of all people.

Il Equality and Linga

The devotion propounded by Basava revolved around worship of sacred symbol of
Shiva the Linga and personal Linga (Ishtalinga). Ishtalinga, which is to be worn by the member

XVi
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on hIS body, symbolizes the formless and boundless nature, the ultimate truth, the God. It rep-

resents the universal spirit.

During the times of Basava, Ishtalinga played an important role in elevating the status
of low caste or sudras. It became an instrument to levelise the low caste untouchable sudras on
par with dwija (twice born) people. The effect of Linga worship means a drastic social change.

WOTD W, WRBD) BROTIED 0L BATR S, €90305?
DO [T NS FLORTOT) SOWLIET
FO0TEOIE3TIOIV0 330 de3e3T 3 A 3¢ ODD)|

33° 3082 D33 RCT A ST THTBO De3eHODTEI| DOTIITON
SRETE BOTT 3503 2,

TPWORONITII LK TyoA.(608)

Is there the name "pariah colony'

When a bhakta comes to make his dwelling there?
We must believe the house where Linga is
To be Kailasa: thereto this is

The authority:

If in a pariah’s street

A Sivabhakta has taken his residence,
That street will be the Siva-world,

That house a Siva shrine.

Heed not the words

Of this world's hypocrites:

Where Kudala Sangama is,

There is Kailasa!(407)

I11. Equality and Pollution

The basic idea underlying caste system is the notion about purity of people. The Dvija
(Twice) born, eligible to perform religious rites and rituals were considered pure and sudhras
ineligible to perform such were considered as impure. Basava adopted a clear stand with regard
to this pollution, with worship of linga as a deciding factor, as can be seen in the following
vachana.

BRESAI0E DoNIB BN ?
FOYH0E3 250NN I3 BODE) ?
NOTEO0E3 TWyFOTI DT BODE) ?
9e3e)ZIT VEOD VDI BPITS 03T,
ARFOT DT QedT DEEO,
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Can there be filth where Linga is ?

Can there be caste where Jangama is ?

Can there be offal where Prasada is ?

The impurity of speaking unholy words Is sin !

The Formless, the united with Reality,

The triple consummation, 0 Lord Kudala Sarigama,
Is only for Thy Saranas ! (769)

Here the linga is so pure that it renders ineffective all imperials. Jangama the religious mendi-
cant who has given up all attachment of caste, cannot speak of caste. Pollution also fades away
where prasada; the sacred offering food is shared.

IV. Open Community and Equality

Basavas rejection of pollution made possible people from all castes including the un-
touchables (sudhras) join the Virashaiva movement.

23,0083 ADCPI?

DR DVIFIOW 300 ON53?

BRBOIOWS TT,0053?

230V CI0WS 23,030,532

€330 TBRTIBIOTWRW TRTWORONOR; SMISSO305. (345)

Shall I call Siriyala a man of trade,

And Macayya A washerman?

Call Kakkayya a tanner, and

Cennayya a cobbler?

And if I call myself

A priest, will not

Kudala Sangama just laugh at me? (344)

In this vachana Basava rejects all distinctions between people on the basis of caste. The
persons mentioned in this vachana are contemporaries of Basava and belonging to outcaste
sudras. The vachana expresses the social structure based on caste and its incompatibility with
the egalitarian society visualised by Basava. The vachana simply states that one should avoid
characterizing people by caste background, never so with intention of emphasising one's own
higher caste.

Chennayyya, me cobbler, is my sire, Kakkayya: the tanner, my uncle is; Cikkayya is my ghand
sire lo, My elder brother is Bommayya the lutanist, Then, why, Kudala Sangama, do you not
Take cognizance of me? (348) In this vachana Basava ‘takes spiritual achievement and not with
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tradltlonal values of ascription. In associating with untouchables he tried to overcome the bar-
rier by caste ideology.

V. Kayaka and Equality

One of the twin important principles through which Basava ensured equality was
kayaka. Kayaka literally means physical labour or work of the body. Kaya means body and
kayaka means work done by the body.

In the wider sense, it means an occupation, a profession, a vocation, labour, work, duty
undertaken as livelihood.

Kayaka was a very important principle through which Basava not only ltried to eradi-
cate the discrimination that existed, but also infused “dignity; in the labour one puts in., how-
ever mean the type of labour may be in the eyes of others. Kayaka in principle, opposes the
Brahminical theory of karma. Karma supposes that each man's vocation is predetermined by
birth according to one's karma (deeds). That is vocations professions are determined by hered-
ity. This meant that a farmer's son should become farmer, a barber's son a barber and a preach-
er's son a preacher and so on.

Basava revolted against this system and infused ‘dignity' and 'divinity' in one's labour
or work. He vehemently condemned discrimination on the basis of occupation.

In one of the vachanas,

3303 o3 3T, 3N DOTIT,
TOODNT ) TBOR WARROBITE,

e3B! D), 030! 3S3WOr! 330!
FRBOAONTNTC9, 3T3E). FOTITATHE
A, ToL3eI0RTI0T.(453)

When devotees come to me

With God on them, and if | ask

What is their profession,

May Thy curse and Thy Pioneers’ curse
Be upon me and my head, my head!

O Kudal Sangama Lord,

May Thy Queen’s cuse blast me

If Ishould seek to know

What sect they be!

He swears, if a devotee, weret of linga comes to his house, he would not ask as to what occu-
pation he belongs. To whatever profession he may belong for him hi is incarnation of Shiva.
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VI. Dasoha and Equality :

Dasoha is closely knit with the concept of kayaka, they are bracketed together, if kayaka
is the purpose, dasoha is the end. If kayaka embodies that everyone should earn their livelihood,
dasoha prescribes that the money earned through kayaka does not entirely belong to the indi-
vidual, therefore it should be shared with the society.

Dasoha involves the principle of distributive justice, that individual should share to
some extent the responsibilities of the society. Dasoha is not restricted to money or goods shar-
ing. It applies to knowledge and skills. Dasoha is a service to human kind through the medium
of devotion, realizing that all beings are sparks of divinity and God exists in all creatures. It is
a way to seek God through serving human beings. It is not a gift or charity.

O3 3802383 a300T8)E3303095, MITBIEZRBIIOT,

O 3e3T/OTS WISV, ©)OMOIFE IRTOTI)

O3 BWTALRIO TR SOIVs, 250NN RLLTT,003),
VOV TeNTONE 23008 TITE O

€3 TaDE P OLEPRENEI I TRTBIES Q0WITT V3 WE3 ),

A TRE, T3je3583 NN eN3R,0TT, 30T,

AR, BReNLON BRI, a0 B FRTBORONNTICI0. (709)

That, | may worship Guru

| practice husbandry

That I perform my rites

To linga | follow trade:

That I may slave for Jangama

I am another's drudge.
Whatever the work that | may do,
I know that you

Have given me my reward;

No other occupation do | have
But for the wages that you give...
A curse upon me if | fail

To give you what is yours,

O Kudala Sangama Lord!(708)

Basava makes clear that all vocations must be performed as an act of worship. Whether
it is agriculture, business, or manual work, all is done with a spiritual intent. Basava clearly
emphasises that all proceeds are given by God and do not belong to men, therefore man is
obliged to give back the fruits of labour. Basava swears that he will not withhold anything that
belongs to the Lord, but it will give back all the wages earned.
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IV. Social justice and Basava.

In contemporary philosophy, social justice in the manner in which benefits and, bur-
dens are distributed among the citizenry. This politically is called the distributive principle.

This distributive principle means each member of the group should enjoy an equal
amount of happiness. The "good” whose distribution is refereed may consist either of individ-
ual status (happiness, want satisfaction, dignity) or of the resources external to the individual
(wealth, education) The principle states how the "good’ is to be divided either individuals and
what his/her shall be (medical facilities, housing). The principle also specific how the wealth
or recourses of the state should be distributed. That is, the distribution of benefits and burdens
through out the society, as it results from its social institutions.

Basaveshawara was the champeou of socil jusutice in the contemprory legal philoso-
phy. Social justice mems striking a harmomous balance helieen ‘rights’, "desers(desrves) and
‘needs’ It is concerned with (A) Distribution of and protection of rights through a legal system;
(B) Distribution of power (as a benefit), depending on the power structure and social structure.
Power as a benefit includes intangibles such as prestige, self respect and dignity, C) Distribu-
tion of Wealth or material goods and (D) Distribution or allocation of security measures such
as housing, medicine, welfare benefits etc.

A. Distribution of Rights:

During the times of Basava, the legal system which existed was based on the classical
religious laws, where rights were not equitably distributed. Only the upper castes enjoyed and
enforced the rights. Engorcement and punishments were based on caste, which were highly
discriminative. It was against this Basava revolted and tried to secure equal rights to the lower
castes more particularly the then important claims the right to be equal in worship, religion and
right of women to be equal y men.

B. Distribution of Power:

or Distribution of power politically political empowerment was not possible, because the po-
litical structure was based on monarchy, wherein the heirs succeeded. Executive power and
judicial power vested with upper castes and privileged few.

Through his concept of equality, Basava empowered large number of people socially,
culturally, educationally and economically. Social empowerment through caste eradication, ie.,
right to equality, cultural empowerment through right to worship, right to religion, right to
spiritual attainment, Economic empowerment through 'Kayaka' and 'Dasoha’.

His concept of equality ensured prestige self respect and dignity. ...

C. Distribution of Wealth:
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Basava absolutely rejected the accumulation of property. He thought that egoist dealing

with fruits of labour as highly improper. There are many vachanas, which contain warnings
against the temptations of wealth. Example,

3002 S0T3T SRR WIIT,

NG BPBE3T SVERTBITI),

ADNT BRTWTR[T SIEAD) 230TT) SSCTEOIN;.

ATEICTN IR SYARA VO ICTADI AR NOIA SN

B SEB[T Oy, TRTWOAONNTICI.(132) Question you may one bitten by a snake;

Question you may one ghost-possessed;
You cannot question one possessed

By the ghost of wealth... But if

The exorcist called poverty

Draw near, he speaks at once,

O Kudala Sangama Lord! (132)

Here, Basava treats wealth as a demonic power, which can destroy every thing. He says
an unconscious person bitten by snake can be talked to, so also an unconscious person hit by
evil planet can be talked to, but a person possessed by evil of wealth cannot be talked too easily,
the only remedy or cure to such possessions is poverty. The exorcist to remedy the evil of
wealth in poverty. By saying so, he calls upon his devotees to give up the lust of property.

In many Vachanas, Basava makes clear that all vocations must be performed as an act
of worship. He emphasizes that all proceeds are given by God and thus do not belong to men.
Since enjoyment of fruits of labour is by His grace, man is obliged to give back these fruits.
He swears he will not withhold anything that belongs to God.

Basava was against the concentration of wealth and he called his devotees to resist the
temptation of wealth. True to the principle of social justice which seeks distribution of wealth,
Basava through his concept of Dasoha not only propagated the idea of distribution of wealth,
but also saw it was practiced, which in turn secured social justice to the innumerable devotees
more particularly belonging to the weaker sections of the society — the sudras and pachamas.

His concept of Dasoha is nothing but service to humanity, though distribution of wealth.
Dashoha means the earnings of one labour must be given away, in particular to the religious
mendicants, the jangamas, and also to the poor needy members of the community. Dashoha
was a method or means to distribnli the weach. The modern concept of socialism.

ALDB,T DEODTE). S30WSIRNY,3
ROMY, D, 303.33F, BRT3030;.
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If I commit a fraud

In food bestowed by Thee,

I'll be, O Lord, removed

Far from Thy servanthood !

if I eat thievishly,

Restrain my hand at once.
Purge me of thievish ways !
And should I turn my back
Upon a Jangama come to my door,
Catch me and chop my nose,

O Kudala Sangama Lord !(433)

Basava swears that whatever is given to him, without doubt he would share with devotees. He
appeals to the Lord, to punish him if he does not share with devotees.

TN WOBNMIY TOBET FONTW 3, WPNeII?

FTRLY 2,003 BENT FORBER TN FCONT 3T, ORI 37?
[ PT 0N 3BT I DB, B FToN BRCPLAOT FTFR,,
TRTBORON DT (438)

Does not a crow, on seeing a crumb,
Call to its flock?

Does not a hen, on finding a morsel
Call, clacking, to her brood ?

If, being a bhakta, a man lacks loyalty
To his own faith,

He's worse than hen or crow,

O Kudala Sangama Lord! (437)

Here too Basava, illustrates the same distributive principle by giving example of crow
and hen. He says if a crow or hen find a grain of food, they call their kith and kin to share.
Likewise a devotee, should call upon other devotees to share. That is, whatever one has, should
be shared.

9550 I BLEN, 3, STl BRTOINTS,
€923, 3BT TOWT,
AF,00e00N FRTBORONO;020.
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Whenever | see a devotee
Rendering service and serving food,

Itisasif | saw

A hidden hoard.

Whenever | see one living of

Prasada and Padodaka,

Itisas if

Departed breath had come again.

Whenever | see a perfect Sarana

Not visiting others' houses to keep himself,

I call him Lord Kydala Sangama, forsgoth! (758)

V.Conclusion

Connecting human rights and environment is a valuable sourcebook that explores the
uncharted territory that lies between environmental and human rights legislation. Human be-
ings can be ensured fundamental equality and adequate conditions of life in an environment
that permits a life of dignity and well-being.

The advancement of the relationship between human rights and environment would
enable incorporation of human rights principles within an environmental laws. With each day
that passes, the connections between climate change and human rights, between environmental
protection and human rights protection, become more and more obvious. Human rights and
environmental protection are linked because both are required in order to achieve the highest
quality of life for all.

Invoking human rights in an era of environmental crisis raises the question of whether
there is a relevant human right to invoke. There is broad consensus that "environmental degra-
dation can and does interfere with the enjoyment of a wide range of human rights." There is
also general agreement that viewing environmental protection through a human rights lens
leads states towards choices that promote human dignity, equality, and freedom while simulta-
neously improving environmental policies.

However the author has established in this brief article. Basaveshwara 600 years before the
Frence Revolution and 800 years before UN Declaration on Human Rights used the Dignity,
Equality, Liberty and Justice not only as philosophical basis to assign rights but effectiveluy
protected them in his new sub society formed Sharana Society. The Human Rights we talk
today in Declaration Cvenants Conventions and Constutions were recognized,enjoyed and ef-
fectively protected by Basaveshwara. Thus to this author Basaveshwara has been the greatest
champion of Human Rights and no human rights philosophy can be advanced without the study
of Basaveshwara Vachanas.

XXiV



https://tumbe.org/

ISSN: 2581-8511
Table of Content

National Seminar on Human Rights

Ul m 5 @ | Group of International Journals

Volume-5(Special Issue 1)2022

SI.No Paper Title Author Name Page
1 A Study on Overview of Child Rights in India- An Em- Dr.Suresha A N 1
pirical Study
2 Indian Rural Society and Sanitization —A Study Rangaswamy.H. 9
3 Violations of the Human Rights of People Who Use Nagaraiaona. L 17
Drugs- A Study garajappa.
4 gt%rgsn Rights and Corporate Social Responsibility- A B.M.Swamy 2
5 Impact of Covid-19 on Human Rights-A Study Ananda.S 33
6 Human Rights and Values in Education Dr.B C AnanthaRamu 39
7 Human Rights in Business-A STUDY Dr. Channakeshava.C 42
8 Role 01_‘ Education in Promotaion and Protection of Hu- Dr. Byrasiddappa. G.E 44
man Rights
9 Gender Descrimination And Human Rights L. Rajanaik 48
10 Workers_ rights and Empowerment: A Study of Puffed Harish Tigari 55
Rice Units
Protecting and Restoring Biodiversity are Key to
11 Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, Prevent- = N. \Venkatesh 59
ing Future Pandemics, and Building Better in Response
to and Recovery from Covid-19-A Study
12 Human Rights and Status in Different Society-A Study Dr. Sharanappa. K.C. 67
13 Importance of Media in Human Society-A Study Kariyanna.D. 79
14 ;Ii'\(jgslc ‘Womens Human Rights Problems and Perspec- Dr. Latha.S. 83
15 Impact of Covid-19 on Mahathma Gandhi National Ru- L Nagaraianpa 36
ral Employment Guarantee Program-A Study -Nagarajappa.
16 ISrlS:;trlal Disaster, Environment and Human Rights- A Manjunathswmy. H.M 95
Role of Judiciary in Protecting the Human Rights of the
17 Tribal Peoples in Indian Perspective Dr. Gowda.N.D 101
18 Human Rights and Vulnerable Sections Dr. Padmalatha R & 109
Vulnerable Groups — Health and Human Rights Viswanatha K N
19 Legal regulation of property rights of women Dr. Shashikala S 114
20 Human Rights of Minority Communities in India Aswatha 119
A Survey of Information Seeking Behavior of Faculty
Members, Research Scholars and Postgraduate Students
21  inthe Field of Environmental Science with Special Ref-  Thippeswamy J 124
erence to Selected Universities and Institutions in Karna-
taka State”
22 Women Rights in India Kavitha.U.M. 129
93 Human Rights and Indian Agricultural Marketing Laws- Lakshman Naik.N 135

A Study

XXV



https://tumbe.org/

National Seminar on Human Rights

Ul m 6 @ | Group of International Journals

Volume-5(Special Issue 1)2022

Dr. Sathish Naik H &

24 145
Protection of Child Rights in India: An Overview Dr. B. Revanna
25  The Role of Vachana Philosophy and Human Rights DrJayannaC T 150
26  Human Rights for the Wellbeing of Older Persons Vinaya S.N 156
97 Sexual Harassment at Workplace: Role of Employer at ~ Pradeep KN & 164
Crucial Stage Shantika U M
28 K.S.Jayakumar & 175
Enforcement of Human Rights in India-an Appraisal (Dr). C. Basavaraju
29 Le:gal Asp_ects o.f Rights of women relating to live in re- Dr. M.N Adarsha 183
lationship in India
Eco Gender Gap: Visualising Women in Management
30 and Conservation Dr. A Anala, 188
31 Right to Environment as a Human Right Ms.Suman C. Patil 196
39. 0.
32 SPow BN 3033 FPDOE LIV & 203
30. T. WOTRD,,,
33  %IBT A0d0IsTE), a0 z30. 2d.00a3¢9,, 206
34 Fosdm BN DI, @323 A3 30. AIWO3.R® 212
35  ResE BR,NAP DI, R, 530 3T SN RIT®. Q. AR 217
sp  DHTOBEIIT THETIFETRE), T0eREFT gﬁgw'wﬁ'm . 220
FBIBEINE): ToeDETT FOFTES 203, So0NT 3, o s
739. da33,,.e30°
37 VWS T0d03;BA), B0 BI,NY 3803 30.3.8. W00 229
sg  CXE00E ©0RITHT SRFOHE), GeRIGOTED 2?%@ g?}m o 232
TORTE 9T 1974 BIDIB) 2,05 Ja3e3S. o P
39 Doy BN aNI), WS Aedo3;s” D). WA €3 234
AT LIR30 De0TBONE),
40 TR ITORSY 03 INOWDL A SToe i 238
41 DS BR,NY Aol T eCRTs- 1948 edTOPTT D0.A. 242
42 FRCITE D3 BBOND). e3035e0NY 3003)-200T3) 50, 2. RTo0RES 246
(STANOWN
43 TREEITE TDIR,, 2508 92033, 0N, IFoED 03023002 .000. R, 254
O3B INSN- 2,083 IIF;0N” (30.530a00E 2300° O
44 FAR3 A% T,N 335033 BB,NY DT JYR,33  LWITIIV0® & 257
45 90320 3 )BT, FOTPOI T 90INY DO R0 NI, 261
2,00 A0 TA,L0 A3 9e33eCTS 039.330230¢ 230 0°.ed0
46 UHAG o e § HHANYSR ; Udh 3faciidrT Dr. Nazirunnisa S 267

XXVi



https://tumbe.org/

National Seminar on Human Rights

Ul m 6 @ | Group of International Journals

Volume-5S(Speci

Presented Papers

XXVii



https://tumbe.org/

National Seminar on Human Rights

Ul m 5 @ | Group of International Journals

Volume-5(Special Issue 1)2022

A Study on Overview of Child Rights in India- An Empirical Study

Dr. Suresha AN
Assistant Professor
Department of History
Government First Grade College MELUKOTE-571431
sureshaan.nmgs55@gmail.com Ph.no-9008345530

Abstract

Children’s rights are the HRs of children with particular attention to the rights of special pro-
tection and care afforded to minors, including their right to association with both parents, hu-
man identity as well as the basic needs for food, universal state-paid education, health care and
criminal laws appropriate for the age and development of the child, equal protection of the
child’s civil rights, and freedom from discrimination on the basis of the child’s race, gender,
sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, religion, disability, color, ethnicity, or other
characteristics. Interpretations of children’s rights range from allowing children the capacity
for autonomous action to the enforcement of children being physically, mentally and emotion-
ally free from abuse, though what constitutes “abuse” is a matter of debate.

Keywords: Children’s Rights, Minors, Universal State-Paid Education, Health Care, Criminal
Laws, Abuse

Introduction

"A kid is any human being under the age of eighteen years, unless the majority is acquired
earlier under the law applicable to the child" (CRC 1989). A child is a person, not a subperson,
according to Cornell University. The term "child" usually refers to a juvenile, however it can
also refer to adult children as well as adult nondependent children (Child Rights. Cornell Uni-
versity). In international law (Children and Youth. HREA), there are no definitions for other
names used to designate young people such as "adolescents,” “teenagers,” or "youth," but the
children’s rights movement is considered different from the youth rights movement. Law, pol-
itics, religion, and morality all intersect in the issue of children's rights.

The Meaning of the Child and the Child Rights Etymologically, the term “child” comes from
the Latin infants which mean” the one who does not speak . For the Roman, this term desig-
nates the child from its birth, up to the age of 7 years. This notion evolved a lot through centu-
ries and cultures to finally designate human being from birth until adulthood. But this concep-
tion of the child was wide and the age of the majority varied from a culture to another. The
Convention on the Rights of the Child of 1989 defines more precisely the term “child”: “a child
is any human being below the age of 18 years unless, under the law applicable to the child, the
majority is attained earlier” The idea, through this definition and all the texts concerning child



https://tumbe.org/
mailto:sureshaan.nmg55@gmail.com

National Seminar on Human Rights

Ul m 5 @ | Group of International Journals

Volume-5(Special Issue 1)2022
Welfare IS that the child is a human being with rights and dignity. What characterizes the child,;

it is his youth and vulnerability. Indeed, the child is growing, a future adult, who has no means
to protect himself. So, the child has to be the object of particular interest and specific protection.
In this perspective, texts proclaiming the protection of the child and his rights were adopted.
The Recognition of the Rights of the Children Children’s rights were recognized after the 1st
World War, with the adoption of the Declaration of Geneva, in 1924. The process of recogni-
tion of children’s rights continued thanks to the UN, with the adoption of the Declaration of
children’s rights in 1959. The recognition of the child’s interest and his rights became real on
20th November 1989 with the adoption of the International Convention on the Rights of the
Child which is the first international legally binding text recognizing all the fundamental rights
of the child. Children’s Rights: HRs Children’s rights are HRs. They protect the child as a
human being.

As HRs, children’s rights are constituted by fundamental guarantees and essential HRs:
* Children’s rights recognize fundamental guarantees to all human beings: the right to life, the
non-discrimination principle, the right to dignity through the protection of physical and mental
integrity (protection against slavery, torture, and bad treatments, etc.)

* Children’s rights are civil and political rights, such as the right to identity, the right to a
nationality, etc.

« Children’s rights are economic, social and cultural rights, such as the right to education, the
right to a decent standard of living, the right to health, etc.

* Children’s rights include the individual right: the right to live with his parents, the right to
education, the right to benefit from protection, etc.

* Children’s rights include collective rights: rights of refugee and disabled children’s, of mi-
nority children or from autochthonous groups.

Children’s Rights: Rights Adapted to Children Children’s rights are HRs specifically adapted
to the child because they take into account his fragility, specificities, and age-appropriate needs.
Children’s rights take into account the necessity of development of the child. The children thus
have the right to live and to develop suitably physically and intellectually. Children’s rights
plan to satisfy the essential needs for a good development of the child, such as the access to an
appropriate alimentation, to necessary care, to education, etc. Children’s rights consider the
vulnerable character of the child. They imply the necessity to protect them. It means to grant
particular assistance to them and to give protection adapted to their age and to their degree of
maturity. So, the children have to be helped and supported and must be protected against labour
exploitation, kidnapping, and ill-treatment, etc. (humanium.org) Movement The 1796 publica-
tion of Thomas Spence’s Rights of Infants are among the earliest English-language assertions
of the rights of children.
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Throughout the 20th-century children’s rights activists organized for homeless children’s rights
and public education. The 1927 publication of The Child’s Right to Respect by Janusz Korczak
strengthened the literature surrounding the field, and today dozens of international organiza-
tions are working around the world to promote children’s rights. Historical Time Line of Child
Rights Children across the world, have broadly been construed in terms of a ‘golden age’ that
is synonymous with innocence, freedom, joy, play and the like. It is the time when spared the
rigors of adult life, one hardly shoulders any kind of responsibility or obligations but, then, it
is also true that children are vulnerable, especially when very young. The fact that children are
vulnerable, they need to be cared for and protected from ‘the harshness of the world outside’
and around. This being so, the adult-child relation, parents, in particular, is said to provide ‘care
and protection’ serving thereby the ‘best interests of the child” and meeting their day-to-day
‘needs of survival and development’.

The adult is presumed to be the guardian and, in that respect, expected to take the responsibility
of child’s welfare and development. Whether or not, the premise underlying this is correct or
not, the childhood ‘reality’ on the whole is questionable, demanding critical evaluation. Ac-
cordingly, idealistic notions and representations associated with children and childhood have
been challenged, especially in relation to poverty, disease, exploitation, and abuse across the
globe. Many also believe that childhood is that period during which children are subject to a
set of rules and regulations unique to them, and one that does not apply to members of other
social categories.

It is indeed a period in a person’s life during which she/he is neither expected nor allowed to
fully participate in various domains of social life. It is thus not a world of freedom and oppor-
tunity but one of confinement and limitation in which children are ‘wholly subservient and
dependent’. This being so, childhood is nothing short of a world of isolation, sadness, exploi-
tation, oppression, cruelty, and abuse. To dichotomize and juxtapose these theoretical models
of the child-adult relation reveals fundamentally different ways of seeing and understanding
the very essence of childhood and children. In this sense, childhood is not a static, objective
and universal fact of human nature, but a social construction which is both culturally and his-
torically determined.

The history of Hebrews, Greeks, and Romans, whose cultures had a great impact upon the
Western society, bears testimony to the fact that children, by and large, were taken for granted
by their parents and the patriarchal society at large. The resultant effect of all this was that they
were treated as objects of intervention rather than as legal subjects in their own right. Many
labeled them as a ‘problem population’ whereas others reduced them to being seen as property
and thus treated them as non-entities.

The Roman law, for instance, provided for the patriaepotestas whereby the father was endowed
with absolute power and authority over his family. It included just vitae macaque, the power
of life and death, and a fortiori, of uncontrolled corporal chastisement over wife, children, and
other family members. Ancient Greeks left girls and children born with disabilities on the wild
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hillsides, where exposure or animals were sure to kill them and the practice was continued
routinely in Rome until Christianity became the State religion. The killing of unwanted children
may have become less common in the centuries since then, but it never completely disappeared.
In the given adult-child power relation, the usual cliché of childhood being a ‘golden age’ not
only seemed to be a myth but a distant dream for the majority of these children. The French
historian, Philippe Aries, in his landmark book Centuries of Childhood, also claimed that ‘the
idea of childhood did not exist at all in earlier times’, as once the ‘child’ moved from the bio-
logical dependence of ‘infancy’ it ‘belonged to adult society’. According to his analysis, chil-
dren were ‘miniature adults’ as they dressed, behaved and conversed similarly, and were en-
gaged in the same social activities and work. And that the concept of childhood as a discrete
life stage emerged in Europe between the 15th and 18th centuries as part of a process driven
by two primary imperatives. First, there was an effective or ‘codling’ dimension ‘in which the
child, on account of his (sic) sweetness, simplicity, and drollery, became a source of amuse-
ment and relaxation for the adult’. Second, there was an educational dimension inspired by
‘churchmen or gentlemen of the robe moralists and pedagogues.

This secured control over children’s innate ‘depravity’ and was developed through the influ-
ence of the Reformation, with its emphasis on discipline and knowledge of theology, humani-
ties, and sciences. It was consolidated during the period of European Enlightenment with the
ascendancy of ‘rationality’. Initially restricted to the domain of upper-class childhood, Aries
contended that the effective and educational dimensions eventually diffused across society and
childhood became institutionalized. The work of Aries, however, has not been without criti-
cism. It has been argued that his thesis underestimated the nature of childhood within changing
household structures and family forms. Further, his account negated the historical constancy of
the parent-child relation characterized by love and affection and above all his evidence was
over-simplistic. Our intention here is not to scrutinize and evaluate the details of Aries work
but to acknowledge the profound significance of his contribution in presenting childhood as a
social, cultural and historical construction that challenged populist and intellectual orthodoxy.
Lloyd de Mause, another historian, in The History of Childhood, painted a very negative image
of childhood and family life in the past. In fact, he went to the extent of saying that ‘the history
of childhood is a nightmare from which we have only recently begun to awaken’. He further
contended that ‘the further back in history one goes, the lower the level of child care and the
more likely children are to be killed, abandoned, beaten, terrorized and sexually abused’. Ac-
cording to him, childhood was not discovered in the way that Aries suggested. On the contrary,
it was a human universal that gradually evolved itself from one stage to the other. These stages
were:

Q) Infanticide (Antiquity to 4 th century A.D.);

(i)  Abandonment (4th —13th centuries);

(iili)  Ambivalent (14th—17th centuries);

(iv)  Intrusive (18th century);

(v)  Socialization (19th mid 20th century); and
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(vi)  Helping (mid-20th century onwards).
Today, of course, we view abandonment of children in fairy tales and in legends, as if it were
all fantasy. Early Western historians writing about children and their children were of the view
that till the Middle Ages, abandonment, harsh punishment and the use of fear and other life-
inhibiting measures were all part of the era’s social history, economics, and pattern of families.
No doubt, the era of the middle ages was rightly referred to as the Dark Ages. Perhaps, an
important step in the definition of rights came in 1215, in England. After a period of the Civil
War, the English nobility forced King John to limit his power, which had been absolute and
virtually unchecked, through the Magna Carta. Among other things, the Magna Carta guaran-
teed that no free man should be deprived of life, liberty, or property without the due process of
law. This in a way provided for the system of parens patriae meaning thereby that the sovereign
was authorized to act as the ‘supreme parent of the child’.

The superior ‘protective’ authority and the role of the sovereign provided a basis for interfering
with the idea of family privacy and the control of the male head of the household over other
members of the family. In other words, the need to protect children’s interests gradually began
to surface. In a similar development, courts in Roman-Dutch law jurisdiction began to exercise
the State’s responsibilities as parens patriae and came to be considered as the ‘upper’ or supe-
rior guardian of minor children. While tracing the position of children and childhood in West-
ern society, it would be crucial to go through the writings of Michael Freeman too. Freeman’s
contention is that with the passage of time childhood may have changed and perhaps would
continue to do so. But those who toll the knell of its passing, often interpreting, what they
consider to be, its demise to moral decadence, oversimplify, exaggerate and, in making the link
with children’s rights movement, dangerously distort the true facts. According to Freeman,
then, the supposed ‘disappearance of childhood’, as propounded by Neil Postman (1982), at a
time when there was a growing institutional recognition that children have rights, was ‘facile’.
His contention is that Childhood has not disappeared and it will not do so. A childhood in
which children are granted a moral status, in which their rights are taken seriously, will be a
better childhood, not a worse one’.

At this juncture, it would be worthwhile to pause and look at the overall status of children in
India, especially with regard to the overall treatment meted out to them by their parents and the
society at large. Historically, we all know that the major caretaker of a child was the mother,
the immediate family or, at best, the joint family and secondarily Jati (caste) relationships.
Sudhir Kakar, who has made a detailed analysis of Indian childhood and society in his book
The Inner World: A Psycho-Analytic Study of Childhood and Society in India, has dwelled at
length on mother-child relationship and how this profoundly influences the ‘quality’ and ‘dy-
namics’ of social relations throughout one’s life. Consistent with the belief that life begins with
conception rather than at birth, five stages of children were identified in the Indian tradition.
These were:

Q) Garbha or the fetal period;

(i)  Ksheerda (0-6 months), when the infant lives entirely on milk;
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(|||) Ksheerannada (6 months-2 years), the period of early chlldhood in WhICh Weanlng
takes place;

(iv)  Bala (2-5 years); and

(v) Kumara (5-16 years). Each of these divisions of childhood was associated with ma-
jor rites and rituals, which marked its transition from one period to another. Many
of these childhood Samskaras like Namakarana (naming ceremony), Mundane (ton-
sure ceremony) and Upanayana (initiation into religion and wider community) are
being performed even today with fanfare by the people of India.

These Samskaras, in a way, emphasized the critical period both in biological as well as social
development thus paving the way for the gradual integration of the child into society. Ironi-
cally, girls and children belonging to the lower castes were largely excluded from these Sam-
skaras. For instance, the Sohras joyous songs of celebration sung at the birth of a child in the
Hindi speaking belt are almost never sung for newborn daughters. In fact, many Sohras express
the relief of mother’s over the fact that she has been blessed with a son and not a daughter. The
preference for a son when a child is born, thus, seems to be as old as the Indian society itself.
Our two great epics, the Ramayana and the Mahabharata also eulogize the Indian view of child-
hood whereby there is an intense parental longing for children, and their upbringing is charac-
terized by affectionate indulgence. This ‘child-centeredness’, however, was found to be limited
to boys only. The Indian tradition all along has been indifferent, if not overtly hostile, to the
developmental fate of girls. Secondly, the Indian tradition subscribed to an ideology that down-
graded the role of the environment and nurtures in the development of a child, and instead
emphasized upon a deterministic conception of mystical heredity. This mystical heredity in the
Mahabharata was reduced to the karmas of the previous life and the attributes of the father
(especially his caste) transmitted through his ‘seed’.

These epics also displayed as to how young children, especially boys, were placed under the
tutorship and guidance of respected gurus wherein moral precepts enjoined in the Shastras were
taught on a one-to-one basis. But, this too, was confined to the boys of the ruling upper-castes.
Likewise, in ancient Indian law, especially in the Laws of Manu, the child though located very
near the bottom of a social pyramid was bestowed society’s protection. And, this protective
indulgence was best reflected in matters which concerned the children most namely, their chas-
tisement.

Children were only to be beaten with a rope or bamboo stick split at the end. The split bamboo,
as we may remember from circus clowns’ mock fights, makes a loud noise but does not inflict
much pain. Moreover, even this punishment was to be carried out only on the back and never
on the head or the chest. All those who hold progressive views on child discipline, the beating
of children may hardly seem like ‘protective indulgence’.

Nonetheless, the extent of this indulgence becomes strikingly clear when we compare Manu’s
Laws with legal texts of other ancient societies where brutal forms of child abuse and maltreat-
ment existed. As already mentioned in the beginning, there is evidence in the law codes and
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digests of ancient Rome to suggest that brutal forms of child abuse were common mistreatment,
which the more enlightened emperors attempted to mitigate. And, that it was only as late as
374 A.D. that infanticide was declared a capital offense in the Roman world. In short, though
Manu’s Laws by modern standards have been severely condemned as a repository of inequity,
their attitude towards children one of protective nurturance is unexceptionable, at least within
the premises of the patriarchal society which gave the Laws their birth.

Surprisingly, Manu also expressed that kindness is shown to the daughter as she is ‘physically
more tender and her emotions are more delicate’. Interestingly, though historical and sociolog-
ical documentation of early Indian civilization points out towards the pervasive biases of that
time in the upbringing of children, on account of factors like caste, kinship, age, gender and
the like, rulers like Ashoka (268-31 B.C.), Chandragupta Vikramaditya (A.D. 375-415) tried
to propound moral edicts as a counter-balance in which obedience towards parents and respect
for elders was extolled.

In nutshell, the point driven home was that loyalty and obedience to one’s elders, was not only
moral but also socially approved and valued behaviour. For an account of children and child-
hood in the Indian literary tradition, let us also take a look at the classical Sanskrit literature.
Here, the child curiously seems to have appeared as a wish that is, in the context of a couple’s,
or more often a father’s, longing for offspring- or as the fulfillment of the wish-in descriptions
of parental happiness when a child was born and in lyrical accounts of parental love, usually
of a father for his son. On the whole, children rarely figured as individuals in their own right,
with activities, reactions, and feelings separate from those of their all-powerful parents. Bha-
vabhuti’s description of Rama’s love for Lava and Kusha, and Banbhatta’s Rhapsodization
over Prabhakarvardhan’s love for his son, Harsha, are two well-known examples that could be
cited here. Kalidasa, the greatest of all Sanskrit poets, too was lyrical in his descriptions about
the father’s feeling for his son, but at the same time, he sensitively portrayed, with much em-
pathy, the sage Kanva’s love for his daughter Shakuntala.

Conclusion

Children’s rights are the HRs of children with particular attention to the rights of special pro-
tection and care afforded to minors, including their right to association with both parents, hu-
man identity as well as the basic needs for food, universal state-paid education, health care and
criminal laws appropriate for the age and development of the child, equal protection of the
child’s civil rights, and freedom from discrimination on the basis of the child’s race, gender,
sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, religion, disability, color, ethnicity, or other
characteristics. Interpretations of children’s rights range from allowing children the capacity
for autonomous action to the enforcement of children being physically, mentally and emotion-
ally free from abuse, though what constitutes “abuse” is a matter of debate. A child is a person,
not a subperson, according to Cornell University. Law, politics, religion, and morality all in-
tersect in the issue of children’s rights. So, the child has to be the object of particular interest
and specific protection. The Recognition of the Rights of the Children Children’s rights were
recognized after the 1st World War, with the adoption of the Declaration of Geneva, in 1924.
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+ Children’s rights are civil and political rights, such as the right to identity, the right to a
nationality, etc. « Children’s rights are economic, social and cultural rights, such as the right to
education, the right to a decent standard of living, the right to health, etc. « Children’s rights
include the individual right: the right to live with his parents, the right to education, the right
to benefit from protection, etc. * Children’s rights include collective rights: rights of refugee
and disabled children’s, of minority children or from autochthonous groups. Children’s rights
take into account the necessity of development of the child. They imply the necessity to protect
them. Throughout the 20th-century children’s rights activists organized for homeless children’s
rights and public education. This being so, the adult-child relation, parents, in particular, is said
to provide ‘care and protection’ serving thereby the ‘best interests of the child’ and meeting
their day-to-day ‘needs of survival and development’. The adult is presumed to be the guardian
and, in that respect, expected to take the responsibility of child’s welfare and development. It
is indeed a period in a person’s life during which she/he is neither expected nor allowed to fully
participate in various domains of social life. In this sense, childhood is not a static, objective
and universal fact of human nature, but a social construction which is both culturally and his-
torically determined. The history of Hebrews, Greeks, and Romans, whose cultures had a great
impact upon the Western society, bears testimony to the fact that children, by and large, were
taken for granted by their parents and the patriarchal society at large. The resultant effect of all
this was that they were treated as objects of intervention rather than as legal subjects in their
own right. The Roman law, for instance, provided for the patriaepotestas whereby the father
was endowed with absolute power and authority over his family. It was consolidated during
the period of European Enlightenment with the ascendancy of ‘rationality’. Further, his account
negated the historical constancy of the parent-child relation characterized by love and affection
and above all his evidence was over-simplistic. Today, of course, we view abandonment of
children in fairy tales and in legends, as if it were all fantasy. No doubt, the era of the middle
ages was rightly referred to as the Dark Ages. In a similar development, courts in Roman-Dutch
law jurisdiction began to exercise the State’s responsibilities as parens patriae and came to be
considered as the ‘upper’ or superior guardian of minor children. Freeman’s contention is that
with the passage of time childhood may have changed and perhaps would continue to do so.
Consistent with the belief that life begins with conception rather than at birth, five stages of
children were identified in the Indian tradition. These were: . Each of these divisions of child-
hood was associated with major rites and rituals, which marked its transition from one period
to another. In fact, many Sohras express the relief of mother’s over the fact that she has been
blessed with a son and not a daughter. This mystical heredity in the Mahabharata was reduced
to the karmas of the previous life and the attributes of the father (especially his caste) transmit-
ted through his ‘seed’. But, this too, was confined to the boys of the ruling upper-castes. Like-
wise, in ancient Indian law, especially in the Laws of Manu, the child though located very near
the bottom of a social pyramid was bestowed society’s protection. Children were only to be
beaten with a rope or bamboo stick split at the end. Moreover, even this punishment was to be
carried out only on the back and never on the head or the chest. Nonetheless, the extent of this
indulgence becomes strikingly clear when we compare Manu’s Laws with legal texts of other
ancient societies where brutal forms of child abuse and maltreatment existed. Surprisingly,
Manu also expressed that kindness is shown to the daughter as she is ‘physically more tender
and her emotions are more delicate’. In nutshell, the point driven home was that loyalty and
obedience to one’s elders, was not only moral but also socially approved and valued behaviour.
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Abstract

The concept of sanitation broadly includes liquid and solid waste disposal, personal and food
related hygiene and domestic as well as environmental hygiene. Rural sanitation is a state sub-
ject. The state governments implement the rural sanitation programme under state sector Min-
imum Need Programme. Total Sanitation Campaign (TSC) was initiated on 1st April 1999
under sector reform process. The campaign is community led and people centred. It was
launched after restructuring Central Rural Sanitation Programme and is operational in 451 dis-
tricts with an out IAY of Rs. 4,416 crores in which community contribution is Rs. 812 crore.
It is an incentive scheme instituted in October 2003 under the TSC in recognition of the role
played by Panchayati Raj Institutions, organisations and individuals in promotion of rural san-
itation. As per this scheme, awards are given to Panchayati Raj Institutions at various levels
which attain full sanitation coverage in households, schools, Anganwadis with general clean-
liness and become open defecation free.

Keywords:- Sanitation, hygiene, Nirmal yojana, Purskar, Minimum needs,
INTRODUCTION
Concept of Rural Sanitation:

The concept of sanitation broadly includes liquid and solid waste disposal, personal
and food related hygiene and domestic as well as environmental hygiene.
It would not be wrong to say that it hardly describes the sanitary conditions as they obtain in
the villages of India.

Most of the people still defecate in the open space, most of the villages lack waste
disposal and drainage systems and many in the villages are ignorant about the consequences of
poor sanitation and unhygienic conditions. As a result, many people suffer and even die of
diseases caused by unhealthy practices of personal and environmental hygiene.

Rural sanitation figures prominently in the National Agenda for governance. At present
the extent of sanitation coverage in India is around 16 percent of all rural households. This
figure is one of the lowest in the world, at par with countries like Niger and Afghanistan and
possibly lower than Bangladesh.
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The absence of safe sanitation contributes significantly to the poor quality of life as

reflected by well accepted indicators like Infant mortality and morbidity rates. According to
the Union Ministry of Health, around 7,00,000 children die each year due to diarrhoea and
other water sanitation-related diseases.

Rural sanitation is a state subject. The state governments implement the rural sanitation
programme under state sector Minimum Need Programme (MNP). The central government
supplements their efforts providing financial and technical assistance through the centrally
sponsored Rural Sanitation Programme (CRSP).

“Sanitation is used to define a package of health related measures. It is also defined as
the means of collecting and disposing of excreta and community liquid wastes in a hygienic
way so as not to endanger the health of individual and the community as a whole (WHO, 1986).
The concept of sanitation was earlier limited to disposal of human excreta by cesspools, open
ditches, pit latrines, bucket system etc. To-day, it denotes a comprehensive concept of not only
the methods of disposal of human waste but also of liquid and solid wastes including matter
originating from food and hygiene. It is viewed as a package.

Planning for Rural Sanitation:

The Environmental Hygiene Committee set up by the Government of India in 1948
recommended that 90 percent of the country’s population should be covered with water supply
and sanitation facilities within a period of forty years for which the national programme was to
be initiated. In the year 1954, sanitation programme was introduced in the health sector.

The Government launched the national water supply and sanitation programme as part
of the First Five Year Plan. The first five-year plan had a provision of Rs. 6 crores for rural
water supply and sanitation programmes. It was realised at the end of Second Plan that sanita-
tion was not receiving due importance and it was the lack of health education and community
participation which was responsible for this failure.

A comprehensive strategy for promoting sanitation in rural areas of Indian states was
first developed during the International Water Supply and Sanitation Decade (1980-90) with a
view to provide the population with protected water supply and basic sanitation facilities over
a period of ten years.

It was envisaged that 25 percent of rural population would be provided with sanitation
facilities by the end of the seventh five year plan period (1985-90). At the beginning of the
decade, the position of coverage of rural population was 2.8 million i.e. 0.5 percent.
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The year 1985 witnessed the transfer of Rural Sanitation Programme to the Department of
Rural Development from the ministry of urban development. Rural sanitation was made a com-
ponent of 20 point programme and was also included under the Minimum Needs Programme
(MNP) in 1987.

In 1986, a programme was launched to construct one million sanitary latrines to be
provided in houses of SC/ST population under Indira Awaas Yojana and to provide 2,50,000
additional latrines to health centres, schools, Panchayat Ghars and Anganwadis under NREP
and RLEGP. Rural Sanitation Programme was also added to the sector MNP from 1987-88.

The data reveals that 0.1 percent of rural population in the country had access to sani-
tation facilities in 1970. This was increased to 0.5 percent in 1980 and 2.45 percent in 1990s
with a population coverage of about 15 million. This rural sanitation programme could not
make much head-way even during the decade 1981-91, in spite of its importance.

A clearer picture emerged after 1991 census. Only 9.5 percent of rural families and 63.9
percent of urban families of the country (excluding Jammu and Kashmir state) had toilet facil-
ities. Among the major states, the highest achievement in rural sanitation was in Kerala where
44.1 percent of the rural families had toilet facilities.

Central Rural Sanitation Programme:

Central Rural Sanitation Programme (CRSP), a centrally sponsored Rural Sanitation
Programme was launched in 1986. Its objective is to improve the quality of life of the rural
people and provide privacy and dignity to women. It was designated to provide sanitary latrines
to the SCs/STs, landless labourers and people living below poverty line and the resources were
shared by the central and state governments on 50: 50 basis.

The programme was planned with the objective of providing clean, healthy and envi-
ronmentally acceptable disposal of excreta with a view to create good sanitation and conse-
quent improved health standards. The CRSP is implemented in different states and union ter-
ritories for improving sanitation facilities through construction of sanitary latrines for individ-
ual households.

The programme provided for cent percent subsidy for construction of latrines for
SCs/STs and landless labourers and subsidy as per the rates prevailing in the states for the
general public. It also provided for construction of village complex with bathing facilities, hand
pumps, latrines, drainage facilities, washing platform etc.

The criteria and norms under CRSP were modified in February 1991 and the guidelines
were revised again in June 1993. The purpose of such revision was to make the programme
more holistic to give emphasis on Information, Education and Communication activities, to
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1nvolve Voluntary organisations in a bigger way and the concept of “Sanltary Mart” was also

introduced.

The revised programme aims of generation felt need and people’s participation. The
subsidy pattern has been changed limiting to 80% for persons below the poverty line for indi-
vidual household latrines. The unit cost of construction is to be limited to Rs. 2,500 of which
80% could be paid as subsidy to the selected beneficiaries below the poverty line.

Another salient feature of the revised programme is to develop at least one model vil-
lage covering facilities like sanitary latrines, conversion of dry latrines garbage pits, soakage
pits, drainage, pavement of lanes, sanitary latrines in village institutions, cleanliness in ponds,
tanks, clean surrounding around hand pumps and other drinking water- sources.

But, experiences of CRSP implemented through state governments and CAPART were not
encouraging. There was always a wide gap between the number of units sanctioned under
CRSP, number of units taken up for construction and the number actually used by the users.

Total Sanitation Campaign (TSC):

Total Sanitation Campaign (TSC) was initiated on 1st April 1999 under sector reform
process. The campaign is community led and people centred. It was launched after restructur-
ing Central Rural Sanitation Programme and is operational in 451 districts with an out IAY of
Rs. 4,416 crores in which community contribution is Rs. 812 crore.

Rural sanitation in India has doubled from low of 22% to a high of 44% in recent past.
It is held that toilet or lack of it is the indicator of a country’s health. The total sanitation cam-
paign launched by government of India has stretched to the last of the 597 districts to turn the
rural landscape free from squatting.

Government has also launched a prize for the clean villages. Till this year 4,959 villages
had bagged Nirmal Gram Puraskar a clean village prize for having flush toilets in every house-
hold and school. Ranging from Rs 2, 00,000 for the smallest village to Rs 50, 00,000 for the
biggest district the award has given a fillip to the subsidy driven toilet construction programme
as villages compete to gain recognition.

Catchment Area Approach (CAA) has been adopted for monitoring and surveillance by
involving various grass roots level educational and technical institutions by utilizing existing
resources and strengthening them by providing additional financial resources.

The components of the TSC are:

e Construction of household latrines.
e Construction of sanitary complex for women.
e Toilets for schools.
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e Toilets for Balwadi/Anganwadi etc.
Besides these, funds are being provided for Start-Up Activities, Information, Education and
Communication and Administrative Charges.

The main features of the TSC are as under:

e Shift from high subsidy to low subsidy regime.

e Greater household involvement and PRI participation.

e Technology options as per choice of beneficiary households.

e Stress on Information, Education and Communication (IEC) as part of the campaign.
e Emphasis on school sanitation, women sanitary complexes.

e Integrating with various rural development programmes.

e Involvement of NGOs and local groups.

e Promoting access to institutional finance and social marketing concept.

The mission has decided to sanction TSC projects in all districts of the country by 2005-2006
so as to achieve full basic sanitation coverage by 2012. It has been planned to provide all rural
schools and Anganwadis with safe drinking water and sanitation by the year 2005-2006. Also,
to add vigour to sanitation drive. Government initiated an incentive scheme for fully sanitized
and open defecation free Gram Panchayats, Blocks and Districts called the “Nirmal Gram Pu-
raskar” in 2003.

“Nirmal Gram Puraskar” (NGP):

It is an incentive scheme instituted in October 2003 under the TSC in recognition of the role
played by Panchayati Raj Institutions, organisations and individuals in promotion of rural san-
itation. As per this scheme, awards are given to Panchayati Raj Institutions at various levels
which attain full sanitation coverage in households, schools, Anganwadis with general clean-
liness and become open defecation free.

Tenth Plan Strategy:

The unprecedented sanitation challenge requires new strategies and methods to improve and
promote sanitation, which should be accessible to everyone in rural areas. Through the creation
of demand and behaviour change Instead of awareness generation to improve physical quality
of life in rural areas: sanitation coverage among rural population will be accelerated.

Toilet facilities especially in all the primary and upper primary schools and integrated sanitary
complexes, exclusively for women, would certainly create a kind of ownership among the
needy segment of the community. Suitable, cost effective local based affordable multiple de-
signs of individual household toilets should be encouraged. New partners like co-operative
milk societies, sugarcane farmers associations and big industries can adopt communities/blocks
and promote rural sanitation in their own geographical areas.
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Sanitary marts in India have been supported by UNICEF for nearly a decade with the objective
of establishing one-stop shops to meet all sanitary requirements for communities, selling and
in some cases producing materials required for the construction of home toilets and sanitary
facilities as well as sanitary products.

The sanitary marts were conceived as:

s retail outlets dealing with not only the materials required for construction of sanitary
latrines and other facilities but also those items which are required as a part of the sanitation
package”.

The inventory of the typical mart in this latter model included low cost ceramic pans and traps,
RCC pit covers, pipes and such other material required for construction of a leach pit latrine as
well as readymade cattle trough, food safe, cheap footwear, toilet soap, nail cutter and other
items relating to personal hygiene and home sanitation.

The exact composition of the inventory was to be decided locally at the mart level. The rural
sanitary mart was also expected to serve as counseling centre for those interested in building a
toilet on their own. The mart would have information on the entire range of technical options
including possible variations in super structure and corresponding cost implications.

A list of masons trained or possessing the skills required to construct such toilets were also
available in these marts. Thus, with the aim of promoting ‘zero’ subsidy and in response to the
need to cater for motivated households unable to construct latrines due to the non-availability
of information and materials rural sanitary marts were established.

The following points are necessary for the success of achieving total sanitation campaign
goals of the ministry of Rural Development:

1. We must have a mission to provide sanitary facilities to all dwelling units in rural
areas by the year 2010. Since the facility is still to be provided for over hundred million dwell-
ing units, we should target provisioning of sanitary facilities to at least twenty million dwelling
units per year. While providing this facility we should ensure provision of adequate water sup-

ply.

2. The mission must be executed through village panchayats in conjunction with soci-
etal establishments mobilised for this purpose in each of the villages. It will be useful to em-
power women in all the villages to execute this programme.

3. The ministry of Rural Development can organise state-wise training programme to
train the members of sanitation mission in construction and maintenance of modern sanitary
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faC|I|t|es The Environmental Sanitation Institute, Ahmedabad and 5|m|Iar institutions can be-
come the nodal agency for imparting such training can become a public-private partnership
programme. Programmes aimed at employment can be tuned to give such workers good income
as well.

4. The Sanitation Mission has to make the entire village community dynamic and pro-
vide employment opportunity for certain number of people. Educate the children right from the
age of three to make use of sanitary facilities. This should become part of the total sanitation
campaign.

The state council for sanitation proposed under urban sanitation sector should also have
the mandate for rural sanitation:

1. Subsidy for low cost household toilets should be given to rural Below Poverty Li ne
(BPL) families, and it should be at par with subsidy for the urban households. For the success
of the scheme, a subsidy of 50 percent of the cost of the unit inclusive e of sub and super
structures for the basic twin-pit pour flush system appears to be necessary during the 10th plan.

2. The recommendations made with regard to urban low cost sanitation also apply to
the rural segment. Creation and maintenance of a record of locally relevant information regard-
ing various technological options, hydro-geological information, availability of building mate-
rials, choices in design and implementation etc. at the block level should be organised through
the panchayats, sanitary marts and building centres.

3. For the success of the schemes, and to over-come the huge problem of insanitary
practices in the country, a programme of education. Propagation, training designing and devel-
opment, production and installation, needs to be undertaken. NGOs should be mobilised to
support the programme, especially for supervision, monitoring, training and development
work. A suitable provision for the participation of non-governmental organisations in the san-
itation programme should be made under the head project costs.

Thus Rural Sanitation Programme envisages promoting “Environmental Sanitation” as
a package aiming at addressing the issues to reduce the probability of people’s exposure to
diseases and providing hygienic environment and taking measures to break the cycle of dis-
eases by improved management of human, animal and domestic wastes.

Sanitation should become a massive people’s programme. This is possible through mo-
tivation and awareness education programmes with the concerted efforts of panchayats, volun-
tary clubs, Mahila Mandals and the government machinery. The existing sanitation conditions
call for a new strategy of making rural sanitation a people’s programme with government par-
ticipation.
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CONCLUSION

The rural sanitation is one of the part of human life. It is our basis importance of goal. That is
not only a program but it is one of the compaign. We must participate and adopt the planings
of the sanitation. Live and let Live. ‘Do clean and Be clean’ So we are binding our hands to
create general awareness about sanitation among the public.
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ABSTRACT

The Universality of Human Rights “All human beings are born free and equal in dignity
and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another
in a spirit of brotherhood.” (Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948).
The United Nations’ Universal Declaration of Human Rights is just that: the declaration is
universal. Nobody is exempt. These rights apply to everybody. Yet there are some groups for
whom human rights do not appear to be even considered when formulating and applying law
and policy. People who use illicit drugsl are one such group. INPUD stresses that these human
rights abuses are systemic, and occur also in high-income countries:. Those who are stopped
have their bodily integrity violated through forced blood and/or urine testing in police stations.
People who use drugs are therefore routinely subject to detention simply for existing in society.
Moving Forward “many of these violations also have a negative effect on the health of people
who use drugs and the communities in which they live. They displace people who use drugs
from communities, thus preventing them from seeking and using health and social services.
They foster prejudicial attitudes towards people who use drugs, rather than providing under-
standing and assistance, and deprive them of essential HIV prevention and treatment. For
women, they reinforce complex and intertwined subordination on the basis of both gender and
status as a person who uses illicit drugs” .

KEYWORDS: Universality Of Human Rights, Inpud, Hiv, “The ‘War On Drugs.

INTRODUCTION

The Universality of Human Rights “All human beings are born free and equal in dignity
and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another
in a spirit of brotherhood.” (Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948)

The United Nations’ Universal Declaration of Human Rights is just that: the declaration
is universal. Nobody is exempt. These rights apply to everybody. Yet there are some groups
for whom human rights do not appear to be even considered when formulating and applying
law and policy. People who use illicit drugsl are one such group.

People who use drugs have their human rights violated systematically and endemically,
and these human rights violations have grave impacts on wellbeing and health.

17
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In addition to the direct impacts of these human rights violations, they increase vulner-

ability to blood-borne infections such as HIV and hepatitis B and C. “Published work docu-
ments widespread abuses of human rights, which increase vulnerability to HIV infection and
negatively affect delivery of HIV programmes.

These abuses include denial of harm-reduction services, discriminatory access to an-
tiretroviral therapy, abusive law enforcement practices, and coercion in the guise of treatment
for drug dependence.”

People who use drugs make up a considerably hidden population due to stigma, dis-
crimination, social exclusion, and criminalizing laws: often, people who use drugs need to re-
main hidden in order to survive.

It is therefore impossible to categorically document all of the human rights violations
experienced by people who use drugs. It is clear, however, that abuses of the human rights of
people who use drugs are extensive and multiple. In this document, INPUD highlights some of
the most prevalent and serious violations.

A Crime to Exist Violations of Bodily Integrity and Arbitrary Arrest “Everyone has the
right to life, liberty and security of person”, states the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights.

People who use drugs frequently have their security of person and bodily integrity vio-
lated. In most countries, possessing drugs is criminalized.

This effectively criminalizes people who use drugs themselves, and in some countries
it is illegal to even have drugs in one’s bloodstream: it is illegal to be a drug user. People who
use drugs are therefore inherently vulnerable to police interference and harassment, being pub-
licly searched, being subjected to invasive strip and cavity searches, being arrested, and being
imprisoned.

The world over, police stop, detain, and arrest people simply for appearing as if they
use drugs; needless to say, this process is entirely arbitrary and discriminatory (the racist dy-
namics of this are discussed below). People are arrested for possessing needles, and/or their
injection paraphernalia is destroyed by police when it is discovered. People who inject drugs
are singled out due to visual signs of having injected, and people who use drugs are stopped
simply for looking as if they may be ‘under the influence’ of a psychoactive drug.

INPUD stresses that these human rights abuses are systemic, and occur also in high-
income countries:. Those who are stopped have their bodily integrity violated through forced
blood and/or urine testing in police stations. People who use drugs are therefore routinely sub-
ject to detention simply for existing in society.
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Though Article 9 of the UN’s International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

states that “No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention”, police are able to arrest
and detain people who use drugs without following the same processes that many other citizens

enjoy.
States/UT Legal Drinking Ages States/UT Legal Drinking Ages
Andhra Pradesh 21 Madhya Pradesh 18
Arunachal Pradesh 21 Meghalaya 25
Assam 25 Mizoram [legal
Bihar 21 Orissa 21
Chandigarh 25 Puducherry 18
Delhi 25 Punjab 25
Goa 18 Rajasthan 18
Gujarat Ilegal Sikkim 18
Haryana 18 Tamil Nadu 21
Himachal Pradesh 18 Uttar Pradesh 18
Jammu and Kashmir 21 Uttrakhand 21
Jharkhand 21 West Bengal 21
Karnataka 21 Manipur Illegal
Kerala 21 Lakshadweep [legal
Maharashtra 25

A constant concern about police harassment, violence, and arrest results in rushed drug
use and injections, as well as decreased use of harm reduction services such as needle and
syringe programmes (discussed below).

A War on Drugs; a War on People of Color and the Poor The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights emphasizes that: “Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set
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forth in thls Declaration, without distinction of any kind, such as race, color, sex, lan-

guage, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or
other status.”

However, violations of the rights of people who use drugs are not perpetrated symmet-
rically. Enforcement of drug control legislation and prohibition has notably come to dispropor-
tionately impact some groups.

Since police are permitted to use their discretion in harassing people on the suspicion
that they use drugs, institutional racism informs who is harassed. The London-based organisa-
tion, Release, notes in its recent publication,

The Numbers in Black and White (2013), that black and Asian people are considera-
bly more likely to be stopped and searched by the police than white people in the UK. Black
people, the report notes, are searched for drugs at a rate six times higher than that of white
people, and the areas with the highest levels of deprivation experience the highest extent of
police stopping and searching people.

What is so striking is that not only is the stop-and-search rate racist, but that black
people are six times more likely than white people to be arrested for drug offences, and white
people are more likely to be let off with a ‘caution’ notice. Far more black people enter the
criminal justice system than white people.

The same is the case in other countries, such as the US, where racial profiling of black
and Latin American people has led to the disproportionate incarceration of these respective
groups for drugs offences. “The ‘War on Drugs’ has distinctly racial impacts and results in
the disproportionate incarceration of African Americans not in proportion to their drug use.”

“It is evident from these figures that the policing of drugs is an important driver of
ethnic disparities in stop and search across England and Wales” Police harassment of those
who are suspected of drug-related offences is not only racially motivated, but discriminates
against young people and those who are economically marginalized and disenfranchised:
“poorer communities, especially young people in these communities, are subject to more in-
tensive policing than areas that are considered more affluent”

The so-called ‘war on drugs’ is therefore a lens through which wars on people of color,
on young people, and on the poor are fought. It is clear that in the context of prohibition and
endemic prejudice on the part of those who enforce the law — the police — everyone has not
equally enjoyed all the rights and freedoms set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights “without distinction of any kind”.
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Imprisonment and Forced Labour - Drug Detention Centers People who use drugs

and people with drug dependencies are frequently viewed as pathological and unable to exer-
cise agency or self-determination in their decision to use or not use drugs. These discrimina-
tory, disesmpowering, and widely-held perspectives have resulted in the incarceration of thou-
sands of people who use drugs in forced ‘treatment’ centers.

Again, this is a violation of the human right of people who use drugs not to be subject
to arbitrary detention. Far from actually offering helpful services to people who use drugs,
these centres operate to imprison people in little more than labour camps without due legal
process or trial.

Tens of thousands of men, women, and children are incarcerated in these camps in Vi-
etnam, and their ‘treatment’ appears to consist entirely of forced labour for below-market wage.
Similarly, in China people arrested for drug offences can be incarcerated in similar centres
without due process, and are forced to work unpaid.

Despite the human right that nobody “shall be held in slavery or servitude”, people who
use drugs are subject to conditions that essentially amount to slavery or bonded labour in the
guise of treatment. People who are interned in these camps are subject to violence and torture,
including electric shocks and beatings.

In Vietnam, HIV prevalence is thought to be between 15 and 60%, and inmates do not
receive antiretroviral therapies (or, for that matter, opiate substitution, blood borne infection
prevention interventions such as needle and syringe programmes, or STI. prevention such as
condom provision), thus they are denied their human right to health. The fact that these centres
in Vietnam have their roots in the 1970s ‘re-education through labour’ camps for sex workers
and people who use drugs6 is reminiscent of the Nazi slogan ‘Arbeit macht frei’ (work makes
[you] free), placed at the entrance of several concentration camps.

Large-scale escapes serve to highlight the extent to which these camps are non-consen-
sual and the dire conditions from which people attempt to flee. One such escape took place
recently, in September 2014: hundreds of people escaped from Gia Minh Centre, Vietnam,
with one individual noting that escapees wanted to demand better policy.

Torture and Execution In violation of Article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, it is clear that people who use drugs are subject to torture, and cruel and degrading
treatment in these camps. Torture of people who use drugs is not limited to these forced ‘treat-
ment’ centers.

Police have been noted to interrogate individuals experiencing drug withdrawal; this
has been recognized as a form of torture and yet this violation of the rights of people who use
drugs continues. Beatings and sexual abuse are also noted as being perpetrated by guards
against people who use drugs in custody.
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In China, people who use drugs are subject to brutal aversion therapies, including being

given electric shocks whilst viewing images of drug use. People who use drugs are not only
tortured, but are also executed for drug offences: 32 states retain the death penalty for drug
offences.

This is not only the case for offences such as drug trafficking or dealing: while in some
countries crimes such as drug possession may not result in criminal proceedings, in other states
they can be punishable by death. “Of the estimated 64 countries that retain the death penalty,
half apply it to drug offences, including many that are non-lethal eg, simple possession of
drugs. Hundreds of people have been executed for drug-related offences in several countries”

Many executions are extrajudicial. 2,200 people were killed by the police in Thailand
in 2003, in an attempt by the Thai government to make Thailand a drug-free state. Many of
those killed did not use drugs, let alone have any association with drug trafficking

The so-called ‘war on drugs’ has had a catastrophically high death toll. In Mexico alone,
tens of thousands of people have been killed in drug-related violence since military assaults on
drug cartels began.

Lack of Healthcare and Service Provision Lack of Harm Reduction The human right to
the highest attainable level of health applies to people who use drugs, who require services that
reduce the harms that can be associated with drug use

Needle and syringe programmes and opiate substitution programmes are examples of
essential services. In spite of the universality of human rights, global prohibition has led to
staunch opposition to targeted service provision and harm reduction. Globally, less than 10%
of people who require harm reduction services have access to them.

People who inject drugs receive an estimated two needles and syringes per month and
only around 8% receive opiate substitution therapy.

Arguments used in opposition to harm reduction include the claim that harm reduction
will encourage drug use, increase the number of people who use drugs and the amount of drugs
that people use, and will discourage people from ceasing their drug use.

Examples include arguments against needle and syringe programmes, and against drug
consumption rooms. These arguments are totally unfounded, and the lack of harm reduction
that they frequently result in violates the human rights of people who use drugs. Requirements
to register at harm reduction services can act as a disincentive to seeking service provision.

Concerns about judgmental and/or discriminatory interactions with staff or the police
act as further disincentives. The vast majority of states which do provide harm reduction ser-
vices in the community fail to provide them in closed settings such as prisons or in pre-trial
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detentlon resulting in needle sharing and high levels of incidence of blood borne infections

such as HIV and hepatitis C.

Furthermore, young people who use drugs are frequently excluded from harm reduction
services and education initiatives. Many states, including high- and middle-income countries,
continue to refuse to implement harm reduction interventions.

As the Global Commission on Drug Policy reported “a number of specific countries,
including the US, Russia and Thailand, ignore scientific evidence and World Health Organiza-
tion recommendations and resist the implementation of evidence-based HIV prevention pro-
grams — with devastating consequences”

Lack of Pain Management Medication Prohibition has not only resulted in an opposi-
tion to harm reduction. Huge numbers of people suffer moderate to severe pain that could easily
be mitigated.

This is due to generalized opposition to psychoactive drugs per se. This has resulted in
a lack of provision of pain-relieving drugs such as opiates and examine. The World Health
Organization estimates that five billion people live in such contexts.

Lack of Antiretroviral Coverage Huge numbers of people who use drugs and are living
with HIV do not have access to the antiretroviral therapies (ART) they require. We have al-
ready seen that access to these life-saving treatments is denied in drug detention centers.

ART coverage for people who use drugs living with HIV is around 4% globally, and in
some countries is less than 1%.

In the countries that collectively account for around half of people who inject drugs
who are living with HIV, people who inject drugs are less likely to receive antiretroviral than
their non-drug using counterparts.

Interference with Families of People who Use Drugs Everybody has the right not to
suffer arbitrary interference with their family. People who use drugs suffer such interference
frequently.

The state, police, and social services becoming aware of an individual’s drug use can
result in domestic intrusions, confrontations with social services, and losing child custody.
Since people who use drugs are so heavily and universally demonized and stigmatized, they
are often assumed to be unfit and/or incapable parents.

Not only do people who use drugs risk losing custody of their children when their status
as a drug user becomes known to the authorities, but we are seeing increasing prioritization of
the rights of fetuses over those of pregnant women who use drugs.
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These women are accused of endangering their fetuses due to their drug use. Far from

improving the health of either fetus or mother, these interventions serve to increase stress, so-
cial exclusion, and marginalization, and can act as a strong disincentive for women to access
healthcare or service provision.

“The threat of punitive responses to pregnancy creates a climate of mistrust, drives
pregnant women away from prenatal care, drug treatment, and even harm reduction services
for fear of reporting, arrest, or loss of child custody.

It also foments uncertainty among medical professionals as to their duty to protect pa-
tient confidentiality. The presence of police and prosecutors disrupts important medical care
that is already often difficult to access.”

CONCLUSION

Moving Forward “many of these violations also have a negative effect on the health of
people who use drugs and the communities in which they live. They displace people who use
drugs from communities, thus preventing them from seeking and using health and social ser-
vices.

They foster prejudicial attitudes towards people who use drugs, rather than providing
understanding and assistance, and deprive them of essential HIV prevention and treatment. For
women, they reinforce complex and intertwined subordination on the basis of both gender and
status as a person who uses illicit drugs”

People who use drugs can rarely rely on access to the service and healthcare provision
which is their human right. People who use drugs cannot rely on not being arbitrarily detained,
harassed, abused, arrested, or incarcerated. People who use drugs are subject to violations of
their bodily integrity, to torture, to compulsory labour camps masquerading as ‘treatment’, and
to execution. People who use drugs have their family lives interfered with and disrupted, lose
custody of their children, and are vilified as being incapable of looking after themselves and
their loved ones. Women, people of colour, poor people, and young people who use drugs (or
are suspected of using drugs) experience even more human rights violations and state-spon-
sored intrusions into their lives.

INPUD [The International Network of People who Use Drugs] stresses that people
who use drugs have the same rights as everyone else. Human rights of people who use drugs
must be upheld, and governments are legally obliged to act. Human rights are universal, and
are not to be enjoyed by only some members of society.

If the human rights of people who use drugs are not respected, then improving the well-
being, health, and social inclusion of people who use drugs will be impossible. It is prohibition
—as well as the stigma and discrimination that prohibition drives — which results in the human
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rlghts V|olat|ons that have been discussed in this document. INPUD stresses that respecting the
human rights of people who use drugs must go hand in hand with an end to prohibition of drugs
and an end to the criminalization and social exclusion of people who use them.
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ABSTRACT

Human right system to start building the nexus between two of them. It used to be a rock solid
competition for the companies those were working only with the objective of money making
and were not interested in creating good relations with the society or human beings. Interna-
tional Trade Organizations and leaders were engaged in planning an atmosphere which would
create a healthy bond between business and society and came up with the conclusion that the
world needs the companies to take responsibility of the welfare and upliftment of the human
society. The numerous definitions came up defining the concept but none of them agreed to be
the exhaustive one. Defining in general terms, Corporate Social Responsibility is a concept
where companies and organizations works for the well-being of the society and it’s relating
components along with the profit making objectives. The Concept of Corporate Social Respon-
sibility was not new before its enactment under Section 135 of the Company Act, 2013. In the
debates of the Lok Sabha that passed the New Company Act 2013 after amending the previous
Act of 1956, the intentions of the framers of the draft of new Company Bill were clear as they
wanted to provide a new direction to the entire law on companies. Before 2013, there were no
specific provisions of Corporate Social Responsibility under the Companies Act and the emer-
gence of the new concept, but now Corporate Social Responsibilities has become the funda-
mental practice of Indian corporate and businesses and has attracted much focus from the man-
agement of large international companies.

Keywords-Corporate, Social Responsibility, Compan Bill, Companies Act, International
Trade.

Introduction:

Human rights are the basic rights and freedoms that belong to every person in the world, from
birth until death. They apply regardless of where you are from, what you believe or how you
choose to live your life. They can never be taken away, although they can sometimes be re-
stricted — for example if a person breaks the law, or in the interests of national security.

These basic rights are based on shared values like dignity, fairness, equality, respect and inde-
pendence.

These values are defined and protected by law.
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It would not be wrong to give a metaphorical representation to the previous ‘laws’ reg-
ulating companies as water and the ‘concept’ of human rights as oil since it was difficult to
find the correlation between two of them.

Back then, the only objective of the companies, businesses and organizations used to
be to gain as much profit as they can which was completely opposite with the one of Human
Rights system.

But after 20™ century, the wave of change took place which made the protectors and
promoters of human right system to start building the nexus between two of them. It used to be
a rock solid competition for the companies those were working only with the objective of
money making and were not interested in creating good relations with the society or human
beings.

International Trade Organizations and leaders were engaged in planning an atmos-
phere which would create a healthy bond between business and society and came up with the
conclusion that the world needs the companies to take responsibility of the welfare and uplift-
ment of the human society.

As a matter of fact, Companies and business gets their pocket filled by the society that
acts like a consumer and which is why the companies and businesses holds the liability and
responsibility to serve the society a better living environment, healthy atmosphere, improved
living standards and security to their lives and rights.

Today the traditional concept that only State would be held liable for the violation of
the human rights is clearly becoming outdates, because of the fact that Company is also an
Integral part of the society and being a part of the society they all are also responsible for
society welfare.

Society has always been an ultimate consumer of any corporate or business process and
hence both of them are interdependent on each other or we can say the one is of no good than
the other. Corporate have obligations to back the society and the contents of the society for the
better and safe world for their living. The study here in after is going to deal with the matters
corresponding to the concept of Corporate Social Responsibilities and its nexus with the human
rights standards.

What is Corporate Social Responsibility?

The numerous definitions came up defining the concept but none of them agreed to be
the exhaustive one.

Defining in general terms, Corporate Social Responsibility is a concept where com-
panies and organizations works for the well-being of the society and it’s relating components
along with the profit making objectives.
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Corporate social responsibility (CSR) occurs when a business firm consciously and

deliberately acts to enhance the social well-being of those whose lives are affected by the firm’s
economic operations.

More precisely, CSR by the Journal of Management studies is “situations where the
firm goes beyond the compliance and engages in actions that appear to further some social
good, beyond the interests of the firm and that which is required by law. It would not be wrong
to say that Corporate Social Responsibilities are basically Public Relation (PR) tools that are
used by the corporations and businesses to maintain connections with the outer world and hu-
man society.

The Equality and Human rights Commission has produced a report which talked
about five steps that provide a path way to the corporate or company board to establish the
relations between the two concepts.

The first one is to embed the responsibility of the promotion and protection of human rights to
every member of the company by respecting human rights.

The second is to identify and understand the salient features that would risk the human rights.
Third is to provide the effective remedies after foreseeing such risks to the human rights.

Fourth is to approach the people whose human rights are at risk or have been infringed due to
unawareness or negligence of the business.

And the last one is to create a report on the ongoing situations and the future precau-
tionary measures that company is going to take to ensure the protection of human rights that
may be infringed by the business activities.

UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights provided in year 2011 are
the standards principles that provide the set of guidelines for the corporate entities as well as
for the Government.

Such guidelines works at both the domestic and international level to ensure the smooth
running of the practices of Corporate Social Responsibilities by the corporate and business
organizations existing in the world.

Situation in India

The Concept of Corporate Social Responsibility was not new before its enactment un-
der Section 135 of the Company Act, 2013. In the debates of the Lok Sabha that passed the
New Company Act 2013 after amending the previous Act of 1956, the intentions of the framers
of the draft of new Company Bill were clear as they wanted to provide a new direction to the
entire law on companies.
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Before 2013, there were no specific provisions of Corporate Social Responsibility un-

der the Companies Act and the emergence of the new concept, but now Corporate Social Re-
sponsibilities has become the fundamental practice of Indian corporate and businesses and has
attracted much focus from the management of large international companies.

The corporate and business have figured that their impact on social, environmental and
economical welfare would directly affect their ties with their customers, employees and inves-
tors.

Big tier companies like Tata, Birla, and Reliance etc of India are investing heavy
amounts for performing CRS activities and programs at national as well as international level.

The Company Act 2013 consisting the provision of Corporate Social Responsibility
read as “Every company having net worth of rupees five hundred crore or more, or turnover
of rupees one thousand crore or more or a net profit of rupees five crore or more during
any financial year shall constitute a Corporate Social Responsibility Committee of the Board
consisting of three or more directors.

Further it provides that the Board mentioned hereinbefore shall ensure that the company
spends at least 2% of the average net profit earned during past three years of the current finan-
cial year solely for the CSR activity determined by the committee formed.

This committee shall monitor and recommend the CSR policies and expenditures to the
company. In year 2014, the Company Rule (Corporate Social Responsibility) 2014 came into
force that provided guiding rules regarding the committee formation, CSR activities, Policies,
Expenditures, Reporting and Disclosure of CSR policies by the company.

However, the provisions of CSR would not be applicable on a company where neither
of the three criteria —the net worth nor turnover nor the profit is being met by the company to
revise its report if any incorrect detail or record of CSR expenditure is caught. The determina-
tion of the quantum of the CSR responsibility can only be ascertained after the finalization of
accounts at the close of the Books of Accounts of particular financial year.

In India, although smaller numbers of companies are involved into CSR activities how-
ever they brought numerous positive changes and developments in the society. These compa-
nies with the help of social media and advertisements inform the people to take advantage of
such benefits and CSR activities.

Recent Amendments in CSR provisions in India

The Government of India on 22 Jan 2021 has by official notification brought necessary
amendments to the CSR rules 2014 and also under the Companies Act 2013 in the specific
provision of Section 135.
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Act|V|t|es that are going to be included as Corporate Social Responsibilities which also have

impacts on human rights are:

1. Activities relating to the contribution in reducing the impact of COVID-19 and safe-
guarding the lives of patients by providing monetary support or assisting in research
and development of medical equipments, vaccination, etc,

2. Creation or Acquisition of the capital asset owned by public authority etc. to spend
it for supporting self-help groups and public projects.

The excess or unspent CSR amount, if not used within 30 days of the end of FY, then
it should be transferred to the ‘Unspent CSR Account’ which every company having the turn-
over of INR 1,000 Crores or more has to open. And further if the amount transferred in UCSR
Account is not spent for any CSR activity prescribed within the next 3 financial years then
such amount should be transferred to any fund enshrined under Sch. VII of the Companies
Act 2013 for instance, Disaster Management Fund, PM Care Fund, PM National Relief
Fund etc.

The Annual assessment has to be done on the mandatory basis by every company that
spends INR 10 Crores or more in past 3 financial years over CSR policies.

On non-compliance of the mandatory CSR guidelines and provision would cost a huge
monetary penalty of not less than 1 Crores or twice the amount required to be transferred to the
Unspent CSR A/c.

The amendments have also been made for implication of CSR policies on Banking and
Insurance sectors which are not covered in this study. The new CSR policies and guidelines
consists a pragmatic approach and it is desired to see the positive changes in the Human Rights
domain too.

1. The Ministry of Corporate Affairs is steering the process of formulating a National
Action Plan on Business and Human Rights (NAP).

2. The obligation to draft a NAP stems from India’s endorsement of the United Nations
Guiding Principles (UNGPs) on Business and Human Rights adopted in the UN
Human Rights Council (UNHRC). The Principles are articulated as three pillars:

3. State Duty to Protect

4. Corporate Responsibility to Respect

5. Access to Remedy.

A country’s NAP is expected to demonstrate how these principles are already being imple-
mented, what the gaps are, and how they shall be addressed.
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The flrst UN Working Group on Business and Human nghts (UNWG) has pre-
pared‘Guidance on National Action Plans on Business and Human Rights’ which has pre-

scribed four criteria for developing a NAP. First, it needs to be founded on the UNGPs.

Second, it needs to be context-specific and address the country’s actual and potential
business related human rights abuse.

Third, a NAP needs to be developed in an inclusive and transparent manner. Fourth, the
NAP processes needs to be regularly re-viewed and updated. Currently, about 45 countries,
including India, are either drafting or have finalized their NAP.

The following have been recommended as key contents for an NAP: Section 1: State-
ments of commitments to implement the UNGPs

Section 2: Background and context to the NAP. How the NAP relates toe other existing
Government policy strategies such as national development plans, CSR strategies, national
plans implementing International Labor Organization convention and recommendations.

Section 3: Government’s expectations from businesses, includinge expectations that
businesses respect human rights throughout their operations based on UNGPs and other guid-
ance documents.

Section 4: Government response clarifying how it Government currentlye addresses ad-
verse business-related human rights impacts and outline commitments for further activities.

The Ministry has been taking various initiatives for ensuring responsible business con-
duct by companies. The National Voluntary Guidelines on Social, Environmental and Eco-
nomic Responsibilities of Business, 2011 (NVGs) have been revised and released as National
Guidelines for Responsible Business Conduct to align with United Nations Guiding Princi-
ples on Business & Human Rights (UNGPs).

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The Committee on Business Responsibility
Reporting (BRR) constituted by this Ministry to formulate BRR formats for listed and unlisted
companies is finalizing its report.

Further, a Zero Draft of the NAP has already been published to showcase the consider-
able progress made by the country in the field of Business & Human Rights which has been
formulated after placing it in the public domain for inputs, sharing it with relevant Ministries
for comments, and consultations with relevant stakeholders.

All these measures shall culminate in the NAP document. 6. The Ministry is currently
undertaking rigorous consultations with all stakeholders to finalize the document at the earliest.
In this regard, comments/ inputs are invited from all to inform the NAP development process
and contribute towards preparation of a document reflecting the vision and aspirations of Indian
Businesses that strive to be responsible, sustainable, uphold and respect human rights.
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Conclusion

After studying the concept of Corporate Social Responsibility and its contemporary
issue, it would not be wrong to say that the concept is spreading its wings in the world and the
world is positively accepting the process. What needs improvement is ‘the proper implemen-
tation of the concept’.

The mere initiation of the process is not enough, its resistance and existence in the
corporate norms is the important task. The private corporative bodies needs a supporting infra-
structure of statues and provisions and to be more specific, the consent of authorities to operate
the continuous activities of CSRs.

Companies objecting profits and gains only usually deceives the world by creating a
fake image of operating CSR activities rather they engages in some unethical and immoral
activities behind the veil of the company. The legislative and executive body needs to be stricter
regarding transparency and openness about the business activities.

As companies faces themselves in the context of globalization, they are increasingly
aware that CSR can be direct economic value, although the prime goal of a company is to
generate profits, companies can at the same time contribute to social and environmental objec-
tives by integrating corporate social responsibility as a strategic investment into their business
strategy.

Corporations ideally work on the principle to please its internal and external factors
which has major influence on the augmentation and depletion of the company. The internal
component or factors are investors, employees, support staffs, operational teams etc. and they
could be easily pleased by providing incentives, bonuses, promotions, profits etc. However the
bigger task is to please the external component which is society.

As above discussed that the society is an ultimate buyer of any corporate activity, it
needs to be taken care of by the companies. In order to make the society satisfy, the corporate
bodies requires working foot to toe for the welfare and development of the members of the
society. These activities include protecting and promoting their basic human rights. Corporate
entities are now a day’s focusing more on the human rights aspects of the societal need and the
results are positive.
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ABSTRACT

Human Rights are those minimal rights which every individual must have against the
State or other public authority by virtue of his being a ‘member of the human family’, irrespec-
tive of any other consideration. Magna Carta or the great agreement during 1215 C.E. was the
first agreement signed by King John of England on the Human Rights. In 1689, “Bill of Rights”
was implements and first legislative significance was given to Human Rights. In 1789 and
1791, Human Rights were declared in France and America respectively. After the Second
World War, United Nations Organization (UNO) was established to protect human rights
worldwide and it declared universal human rights on 10th December 1948. The development
of human rights was universal and was not restricted to any specific country. The ILO’s Gov-
erning Body has identified eight conventions as “fundamental” which address freedom of as-
sociation, collective bargaining, equal remuneration, non- discrimination, and eliminat-
ing forced and child labour. Other non-fundamental ILO Conventions cover issues from
wages, working hours, occupational health to safety, maternity protection, and social security.
The ILO has likewise developed several gender equality standards, including: The principle of
equal remuneration for men and women workers for work of equal value (Equal Remuneration
Convention); The prohibition of discrimination on the basis of, among others, sex (Discrimi-
nation (Employment and Occupation) Convention); The provision of equal opportunities and
equal treatment for workers with family responsibilities to engage in employment (Workers
with Family Responsibilities Convention); The provision on supporting women’s reproductive
rights (Maternity Protection Convention).

KEYWORDS: Human Rights, Covid-19, International Labour Organization, Worker, Labour,
Remuneration.

INTRODUCTION

Human Rights are those minimal rights which every individual must have against the
State or other public authority by virtue of his being a ‘member of the human family', irrespec-
tive of any other consideration.
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Magna Carta or the great agreement during 1215 C.E. was the first agreement signed

by King John of England on the Human Rights. In 1689, “Bill of Rights” was implements and
first legislative significance was given to Human Rights. In 1789 and 1791,

Human Rights were declared in France and America respectively. After the Second
World War, United Nations Organization (UNO) was established to protect human rights
worldwide and it declared universal human rights on 10th December 1948. The development
of human rights was universal and was not restricted to any specific country.

Human Rights are essential for every human being to lead a life with dignity. Human
Rights are legal or natural rights. They are considered as fundamental rights which are inherited
to a person simply due to the fact that he/she is a human being.

UNO has declared the Human Rights and has said it is the duty of the state to pro-
tect human rights. Human Rights are important for human development.

During the unprecedented global crisis resulting from the corona virus pandemic, the
Indian government has failed to safeguard the rights of laborers and workers who receive daily
wages. They became one of the most vulnerable groups in India during this crisis. State-level
governments, including in Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, and
Punjab, increased the maximum labour working hours from eight to 12 hours.

In Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh, ordinances were passed through which the ma-
jority of the labour laws concerning workers working for a daily or weekly wage were sus-
pended. The Uttar Pradesh government, through an ordinance, suspended a total of 38 labour
laws.

Following a High Court decision on these circumstances, the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment withdrew this controversial order, but others remain in force. These changes were made
to increase economic growth post-lockdown by ensuring flexible labour laws, attracting
more investment.

These changes disregard the safety of laborers also in relation to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Even with the relatively low death rate of the COVID-19 virus, if applied to the massive
Indian migrant labour force of 2.6 million persons, this still places thousands of people at risk.

IMPACT ON MIGRANT WORKERS

The migrant workers were the worst hit by this pandemic. With no means of transpor-
tation and accommaodation, they, along with children and pregnant women, had to travel hun-
dreds of miles on foot. This not only exposes them to the risk of contracting the virus but also
to the wrath of the police enforcing COVID-19 regulations.
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Many migrant workers lost their employment on short notice because of the nationwide

lockdown. As most laborers earn daily wages, in lockdown they found themselves facing ad-
versities without sufficient resources and knowledge.

The government should have intervened to safeguard them, but, instead, it suspended
many of the laws that safeguard their labour rights.

An ordinance passed by the Uttar Pradesh government exempts the employers from
complying with the Industrial Disputes Act 1947, which exposes labourers to mistreatment by
their employers and allows them to be dismissed at will. There is a real danger that the relaxa-
tion of labour standards in some states will also spread to other parts of the country.

Labour falls under the concurrent list in the Constitution of India, implying that both
the central and the state governments can make changes to certain provisions. Changes must
be lawful and approved by the central government. However, the laws that are being adopted
during the pandemic are exploitative, and laws should instead be crafted to protect workers.

THE NEED TO ENSURE THE RIGHTS OF LABOURERS

Human rights are inherent to all human beings, without discrimination. The ILO Dec-
laration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work, adopted in 1998, states that economic
growth alone is not enough to ensure equity and social progress.

Yet the Indian government is focused on increasing investment opportunities to im-
prove foreign investment to bring the economy back on track while laborers across the country
are struggling to secure basic goods to ensure their survival. In this unprecedented global crisis
due to COVID-19, the precarious conditions of laborers are being grossly neglected, and the
government is wrongly treating them as commaodities that are to be risked for economic growth.

Workers’ rights encompass a large array of human rights from the right to decent work
and freedom of association to equal opportunity and protection against discrimination. Specific
rights related to the workplace include health and safety in the workplace and the right to pri-
vacy at work, amongst many others.

Given the relationship between workers, employers, and the state, worker’s rights are
where ‘business’ and ‘human rights’ most often intersect.

Workers’ rights at the international level are laid out in number of human rights conven-
tions and treaties including the Universal Declaration on Human Rights (Articles 23 and
24, 1948) and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966)
which provide for:

o The right of everyone to the opportunity to gain his living by work which he freely
chooses or accepts;
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« The right to the enjoyment of just and favorable conditions of work, in particular remu-

neration which provides all workers, as a minimum, with fair wages and equal remu-
neration for work of equal value, and a decent living for themselves and their families;

o Safe and healthy working conditions;

o Equal opportunity for everyone to be promoted in his employment to an appropriate
higher level, subject to no considerations other than those of seniority and competence;

e And rest, leisure and reasonable limitation of working hours and periodic holidays with
pay, as well as remuneration for public holidays;

e The right of everyone to form and join the trade union of his choice and the right to
strike, provided that it is exercised in conformity with the laws of the particular country.

Since 1919, the International Labour Organization (ILO) has developed a system of inter-
national labour standards. These are legal instruments drawn up by the ILO’s constituents
(governments, employers and workers) setting out basic principles and rights at work.

The ILO’s Governing Body has identified eight conventions as “fundamental” which
address freedom of association, collective bargaining, equal remuneration, non- discrimina-
tion, and eliminating forced and child labour. Other non-fundamental ILO Conventions cover
issues from wages, working hours, occupational health to safety, maternity protection, and so-
cial security.

The ILO has likewise developed several gender equality standards, including: The prin-
ciple of equal remuneration for men and women workers for work of equal value (Equal Re-
muneration Convention); The prohibition of discrimination on the basis of, among others, sex
(Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention); The provision of equal opportu-
nities and equal treatment for workers with family responsibilities to engage in employment
(Workers with Family Responsibilities Convention); The provision on supporting women’s
reproductive rights (Maternity Protection Convention).

The UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (UNGPs) highlight the
state’s responsibility to have adequate laws in place to protect workers’ rights, give guidance
to businesses on what is expected of them, and to ensure adequate enforcement of these laws
(UNGPs 1-3). UNGP 12 states that “The responsibility of business enterprises to respect human
rights refers to internationally recognized human rights — understood, at a minimum, as those
expressed in the International Bill of Human Rights and the principles concerning fundamental
rights set out in the International Labour Organization’s Declaration on Fundamental Principles
and Rights at Work.”
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The Gender Guidance to the UNGPs furthers that ‘[i]n order to respect the internation-

ally recognized rights of women, business enterprises should consider, among other instru-
ments, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and
the Convention on the Rights of the Child relevant in all circumstances and throughout their
operations.

The Sustainable Development Goals is entitled ‘Decent Work and Economic Growth’,
with the aim to “Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and pro-
ductive employment and decent work for all”.

Values inherent to Human Rights:

Human rights are based on certain universal and inalienable values across the world. These
values enrich the ideals of Human rights. Some of the important values that govern human
rights are:

Justice: Right to Free and Fair trial. Proportional punishment for the crime committed and
there should not be “Double Jeopardy” (Being punished for the same crime more than once)

Equality: Every individual has to be treated equally before the law, and there should not be
any discrimination on the grounds of Race, Religion, Sex, Ethnicity, and Place of Birth etc.

Dignity: An individual should not be forced to perform any labour or be treated as a slave.
Every single entity is entitled to the right to life and liberty with integrity as its cornerstone.

1. Universal:

Every human in this universe is entitled to inherent rights and is born with them irrespective of
race, religion, or ethnicity.

Article 1 of the UDHR states that “All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and
rights, " making them Universal.

2. Inherent:

Human rights are neither granted nor acquired by any means as they are inherently embedded
with a human being right from his birth.

3. Fundamental:

These rights are fundamental as they allow humans to have a fair share of life with dignity,
right to food, and shelter. Stripping these rights would make the life of a human miserable and
leave them meaningless.

4. Indivisible:
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Human rlghts cannot be divided and denied as the other rights are guaranteed Regardless of

their relationship with political, cultural, and social issues, every human should be treated
equally.
All human rights have equal weight age and cannot be prioritized according to the whims and
fancies.

5. Interdependent:

Every human right is interconnected with one another as to exercise or to fulfil one right an-
other right is inherently attached with it. The fulfillment of one right highly depends wholly or
partially upon the fulfillment of others.

6. Irrevocable:

Inherent human rights cannot be abridged or taken away from an individual at any cost. This
irrevocability is that these rights are not bestowed upon an individual by any authority.
Even governments are not entitled to strip the rights of human beings.

7. Not Absolute:

Governments of the countries had placed certain restrictions on individuals' rights, which make
the rights qualified and not absolute.
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Abstract

Human rights education lies at the heart of all efforts to develop a culture of human
rights and a society that embraces dignity, inclusion, and equality. Human rights education
contributes to social cohesion, democracy, conflict prevention and resolution, and understand-
ing of diversity it is means to develop societies where the human rights of all are respected,
protected and fulfilled. The provision of human rights education is a legal obligation on States
under International human rights law, and one which is essential for the enjoyment of all other
rights in a pluralistic democracy.

Introducation

This paper provides context and background for the Education International Baltic
Symposium on Human Rights and Values in Education. The first part explores what we mean
by human rights education. It presents the normative basis for human rights education, Includ-
ing laws, standards and policies on education for human rights and democratic citizenship at
International and regional levels.

The second part examines the implications and application of human rights education,
or a rights based approach to education, in principle and practice, focusing on the following
specific areas:

a) Teacher training, professional development and support,

b) Teaching and learning practices and processes,

c) Inclusive curriculums, and

d) A whole school approach to human rights.

The appendices include a list of key international and regional institutions and organi-
zations that have developed and implemented policies and programmes for human rights edu-
cation, and the Education International resolution on the promotion and protection of standards
and values in the world.

The term “human rights education” is often used in a broad sense to also include “edu-
cation for democratic citizenship” “peace education”, “global citizenship education”, and “ed-
ucation for mutual respect and understanding”, which are all based on internationally agreed
human rights standards. These concepts are seen as closely interconnected and mutually sup-
portive, differing in focus and scope, rather than in goals and practices.

There is consensus that human rights education encompasses three aspects.
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a) Learning about human rights which includes providing knowledge and understand-
ing of human rights norms and principles, the values that underpin them and the
mechanisms for their protection;

b) Learning through human rights, which includes learning and teaching in a way that
respects the rights of both educators and learners; ensuring that the context and the
way learning is organized and impacted is consistent with human rights values (e.g.
participation, inclusion, freedom of thought and expression, etc), recognizing that
the process of learning is as important as the content of the learning;

c) Learning for human rights which includes empowering persons to enjoy and exer-
cise their rights and to respect and uphold the rights of others.

Human rights education has to be learned through experience, through being exposed
to human rights in practice. This means that the how and the where human rights education is
taking place must also reflect human rights values; the context and the methodology must be
organized such that dignity, respect and equality are an inherent part of practice.

By its very definition the process of human rights education is context specific, based
on needs and realities of the target group, Human rights education is participative and adaptable
approach. While the underlying human rights principles will be the same, the actual practice
or process of human rights education will likely vary in different contexts.

The role of teachers, both individually and collectively, in the design, delivery and im-
pact of human rights education cannot be underestimated. Teachers are critical facilitators of
learning and crucial to transmitting and fostering social values, such as democracy, equality,
cultural fundamental rights and freedoms.

Human rights protect the dignity and freedom of every human being. States are required
under international law to respect, protect and fulfill human rights, and therefore must ensure
that education is aimed at strengthening the enjoyment of human rights and the full develop-
ment of the human personality. There is a growing agreement amongst members of the inter-
national community that human rights education plays a fundamental role in the realization of
all human rights. Human rights education is a lifelong learning process aimed at fostering:

e Knowledge and skill — learning about human rights standards and mechanisms, as

well as acquiring the skill to put them into practice in daily life;

e Values and attitudes — developing values and reinforcing attitudes which uphold

human rights;

e Behaviour and action — encouraging action to defend and promote human rights.

Human rights education is described as education, training and information aimed at
building a universal culture of human rights. Human rights education is not just about equip-
ping learners with knowledge of human rights and the mechanisms that protect them it is also
empowering them to take action to defend and promote human rights, democracy and the rule
of law. Human rights education is therefore all forms of education, training awareness raising
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mformatlon practices and activities which aim to empower learners to contribute to the build-

ing and defense of a universal culture of human rights in society.

At the individual and community level, human rights education facilitates the develop-
ment of knowledge, personal and social skills; increases appreciation and understanding of
differences and diversity; builds mutual respect for human dignity and shared values; encour-
ages dialogue and promotes non-violence in the resolution of promotes non-violence in the
resolution of problems and disputes, with respect for each other’s rights; and combats all forms
of discrimination and violence, including bullying and harassment.

CONCLUSION:

At the societal level, human rights education contributes to and fosters the establish-
ment of sustainable and participative forms of democracy based on respect for human rights
and good governance. Human rights education is therefore an ongoing investment for societies
that value human rights principles such as respect, non-discrimination.
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Abstract

Human right are basic rights and freedoms that protect us all. They are based on dignity, fair-
ness, equality and respect. Business have a significant impact on the way we live our life and
enjoy these human rights, whether it’s as an employee, a Customer or simply living alongside
companies that shave our cities and towns.

Introduction

Business Enterprises should respect human rights. This means that they should avoid
infringing on the human rights of others and should address adverse human rights impacts with
which they are involved.

Business enterprises can have an impact on virtually the entire spectrum of internation-
ally recognized human rights, their responsibility to respect applies to all such rights. In prac-
tice, some human rights may be at greater risk than others in particular industries or contexts
and therefore will be the focus of heightened attention. However, Situations may change, so all
human rights should be the subject of periodic review.

Business enterprise meets its responsibility to respect human rights will be proportional
to, among other factors, its size small and medium-sized enterprises may have less capacity as
well as more informal process and management structures than larger companies, so their re-
spective policies and processes will take on different forms. But some small and medium sized
enterprises can have severe human right impacts, which will require corresponding measures
regardless of their size. Severity of impacts will be judged by their scale. scope and irremedia-
ble character. The means through which a business enterprise meets its responsibility to respect
human rights may also vary depending on whether and the extent to which, it conducts business
through a corporate group or individually. However the responsibility to respect human rights
applies fully and equally to all business enterprises.

How can Business Impact Human Right?

The actions of business enterprises can affect people’s enjoyment of their human rights
either positively or negatively indeed, experience shows that enterprises can and do infringe
human rights Where they are not paying sufficient attention to this risk.

Enterprises can affect the human right of their employees and contract workers, their
customers, workers in their supply chains, communities around their operations and end users
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of thelr products or services. They can have an impact directly or |nd|rectly on virtually the

entive spectrum of internationally recognized human rights.

Guiding Principles call “Internationally recognized human rights”, that is at a minimum, the
human rights contained in:

1) The international Bill of Human rights, meaning the rights in the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, as codified in the international covenant on civil and Political Rights
and internal Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

2) The principles concerning the fundamental rights in the ILO’s declaration on Funda-
mental Principles and Rights at work namely:

)] Freedom of association and effective recognition of the right to collective bar-
gaining:

i) Elimination of all forms of forced or compulsory labour:

iii) Effective abolition of child labour.

iv) Elimination of discrimination in respect of employment and Occupation.

The Guiding Principles make clear that companies should also pay attention to additional stand-
ards covering the human rights of individuals from groups of Populations that may be particu-
larly vulnerable to negative impacts.

Conclusion

We concluded that, when business respect human rights, they demonstrate their com-
mitment to building sustainable and mutually beneficial relationships with those who influence
or are impacted by their operations, including Customers, Communities, Workers and inves-
tors.
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ABSTRACT

India is a Second Largest democratic nation, with multi diversity multi culture, multi
languages so Indian adopted the concept of Unity, in diversity to find unity constitutions laws,
articles human rights etc., plays a vital role on human beings are born free and equal in dignity
and rights. Human rights are standards that recognized and protect the dignity of all human
beings. These human rights are inherent to us all regardless of nationality, Sex, national, ethnic,
origin, colour, region, language or any other status. The general assembly proclaims this uni-
versal declaration of human rights as a common standard of achievement for all people and all
nation.

Every organization society specially educational organization should stride hard by
teaching and human rights and education should promote repeat for these rights and freedom
by progressive measures.

This paper highlights importance of human rights, education and the role of education
in protection and promotion of human rights. This paper concludes with some suggestive
measures that should be taken as a part of education programmes.

Key words: articles, HRE, NCERT
INTRODUCTION:

Human rights are rights inherent to all human beings, whatever our nationality place of
residence, sex, national or ethnic origin, color, religion, language or any other status. We are
all equally entitled to our human rights without discrimination. These rights are all inter related,
guaranteed by law, in the forms of international law, general principles and other sources of
international law, international human rights law lays down obligations of Govt. To act in cer-
tain ways or to refrain from certain acts, in order to promote and protect human rights and
fundamental freedoms of individuals of groups.

Human rights are commonly understood as basic fundamental rights that a person can-
not be denied by any individual or any government simply because he or she is a human being.
They are universal and same for everyone. Human rights entail both right and obligation
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7PIays a vital role in developing the concept of Human rights:

Most of the basic ideas and norms of human rights existing now adopted as Universal
Declaration of human rights by United Nations General Assembly in 1948 has its root from
Second World War and the atrocities of “The Holocaust’. Every year 10 December is celebrated
as Human rights Day.

Role of Education in promotion and protection of Human Rights.

Education is a tool for creating the real idea of human rights and making people know
its importance in their day to day life. It is also a tool for elinating the violations of human
rights. An educated civilization can only know its rights and hence have the knowledge to
protect it. According to Kofi Annan, the former Secretary General of United Nations “without
education, we can see beyond ourselves and our narrow surroundings to the reality of global
interdependence. Without education, realize how people of other races and religions share the
same dreams the same hopes without education we cannot recognize the universality of human
aims and aspirations UN mandates that education shall be directed to the strengthening of re-
spect for human rights and fundamental freedom. These entities have been chosen because one
is an expert body responsible for monitoring states. Implementation of the HRE obligation In
Article 13(1) of the International convenient on Economic, social and cultural rights and the
other is an inter-governmental body with an explicit mandate regarding HRE.

It is important to make each and every people literate just not in order to make them
educated and capable of earning, but also recognize their rights towards themselves and each
other. An educated person only can stand for it is right. HER is about “empowering the indi-
vidual to both recognize human rights abuses and to commit to their prevention”. Thus a core
part of HRE is the strengthening of respect for human rights. It is now a global responsible of
every person and the government to promote education and hence promote human rights.

Article 51A (1) of Indian Constitution 1950, imposes a duty on all citizens to develop
scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform. The effective discharge of
this duty will require HRE to give people enhanced awareness and greater openness right to
education has also been incorporated. The constitution mandates the state to direct its policy
towards securing that children are given opportunities and facilities to develop in a healthy
manner and in conditions of freedom and dignity and that childhood and youth are protected
against exploitation and against moral and material atonement HRE of the children as well as
the other people is indispensible to the full realization of the responsibility under this constitu-
tional directive. Indian State has an obligation to foster respect for international law and treaty
obligations as laid down in article 51 of the constitution. In India is a signatory to UDHR and
has ratified Civil and Political rights convention, economic, Social and cultural rights. Conven-
tion, CEDAWCRC etc., HRE is inescapable and legal obligations.

45
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‘Human Rights’ is not treated as a separate subject in the Curricula NCERT has felt

that all contemporary concerns and issues cannot be included in the curriculum of separate
subjects of study. It has Culled upon incorporation of certain emerging concerns including hu-
man rights in the course content. University grants commission appointed Sikri Committee in
1980 to consider and report on the different ways and means for promoting HRE in India. The
committee suggested inculcating values without marks, waightage in schools. At college level
it was felt that all disciplines should be including human rights topics at least which are directly
relevant to their disciplines, but it is disappointing to observe that the NCF 2005 has failed
identifying the content of the HRE in schools.

SUGGESTIVE MEASURES TO IMPORTANT HUMAN RIGHTS IN EDUCATION:

= Education should be imported to each and every one, so that they understand the im-
portance of human rights.

= Equality shall be the primary consideration in actions concerning children respect for
the views of the child or the general principals of the convention on the rights of a
child. Education in their own mother language about human rights will make the learn-
ers more prompt about their values and ways to use them in their day to day life.

= The values of cultural diversity and social diversity should be inculcated as a basic
teaching.

= Integration human rights, the relavant subjects at the primary stage or languages and
environmental studies. Stories, poems and songs concerning human rights values will
have to be selected. Education should impart gender equality, respect for human dig-
nity and rights.

= Human rights concept of religious freedom and religious tolerance can be inculcatred
while teaching history topics.

= Rule of law and social justice gives immense opportunities to discuss and understand
human rights and human duties.

= Languages offer many gateways of HRE stories, poems, paragraphs can be carefully
selected.

=  Themes on French revolution, nazism can be used to discuss the evolution of human
rights. A discussion on the Omni Bus violations of human rights during the world war
can sensitize the students.

= Dramatic clubs and literary activities can be utilized effectively.

= Poster making competition elocution or contests debates etc., can also be held on sim-
ilar themes.
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= The school can celebrate the world human rights day which can go a long way to create

wariness among students. Parents and the neigbourhood community.

= Initiatives should be taken to enrich the school library and personal collection with
books and materials on human rights.

CONCLUSION

There is a no doubt that education has a major role to play for protection and promotion
of human rights. HRE is considered as one of the major tools to stop the violations against
human rights. From the above discussion, we saw the importance and how education can play
a vital role in this regard.

All of this suggests that the time is ripe for HRE to come to the forefront of international
consequences, and to fulfil it is intended role as a preventive tool. Education should be granted
to one and all across the country and world. Human rights are the basis of human values, dis-
ciplines and dignity. It should be enhanced, protected and promoted to every nook and corner
with the help of education.
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Abstract

A person’s sex, as determined by his or her biology, does not always correspond with
their gender; therefore, the terms “sex” and “gender” are not interchangeable. “Gender” is a
term that refers to social or cultural distinctions associated with being male, female, or intersex.
Typically, babies born with male sex characteristics (sex) are assigned as boys (gender); babies
born with female sex characteristics (sex) are assigned as girls (gender). Because our society
operates in a binary system when it comes to gender (in other words, seeing gender as only
having two options), many children who are born intersex are forcibly assigned as either a boy
or a girl and even surgically “corrected” to fit a particular gender. Scholars generally regard
gender as a social construct—meaning that it does not exist naturally, but is instead a concept
that is created by cultural and societal norms.

Introduction

Gender identity is a person’s sense of self as a member of a particular gender. Individ-
uals who identify with a role that corresponds to the sex assigned to them at birth (for example,
they were born with male sex characteristics, were assigned as a boy, and identify today as a
boy or man) are gender. Those who identify with a role that is different from their biological
sex (for example, they were born with male sex characteristics, were assigned as a boy, but
identify today as a girl, woman, or some other gender altogether) are often referred to as
transgender. The term “transgender” encompasses a wide range of possible identities, including
a gender, gender fluid, gender queer, two-spirit (for many indigenous people), androgynous ,
and many others.

Causes of Gender Inequality

Over the years, the world has gotten closer to achieving gender equality. There is better repre-
sentation of women in politics, more economic opportunities, and better healthcare in many
places of the world. However, the World Economic Forum estimates it will take another cen-
tury before true gender equality becomes a reality. What drives the gap between genders? Here
are 10 causes of gender inequality:

1. Uneven access to education

Around the world, women still have less access to education than men. % of young women
between 15-24 will not finish primary school. That group makes up 58% of the people not
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completlng that basic education. Of all the illiterate people in the world, 2/3 are women. When

girls are not educated on the same level as boys, it has a huge effect on their future and the
kinds of opportunities they’ll get.

2. Lack of employment equality

Only 6 countries in the world give women the same legal work rights as men. In fact, most
economies give women only % the rights of men. Studies show that if employment became a
more even playing field, it has a positive domino effect on other areas prone to gender inequal-

ity.
3. Job segregation

One of the causes for gender inequality within employment is the division of jobs. In most
societies, there’s an inherent belief that men are simply better equipped to handle certain jobs.
Most of the time, those are the jobs that pay the best. This discrimination results in lower in-
come for women. Women also take on the primary responsibility for unpaid labor, so even as
they participate in the paid workforce, they have extra work that never gets recognized finan-
cially.

4. Lack of legal protections

According to research from the World Bank, over one billion women don’t have legal protec-
tion against domestic sexual violence or domestic economic violence. Both have a significant
impact on women’s ability to thrive and live in freedom. In many countries, there’s also a lack
of legal protections against harassment in the workplace, at school, and in public. These places
become unsafe and without protection, women frequently have to make decisions that compro-
mise and limit their goals.

5. Lack of bodily autonomy

Many women around the world do not have authority over 